1 A MODERN MIRACLE IN ISRAEL 


By George T. B. Davis, Secretary, Million Testaments Campaigns 


Missionaries in Israel report that there is a great and 
growing hunger for the Word of God among the Jews 
in that land. This is a modern miracle. 


A veteran lady missionary in Israel writes: “I wish I 
Gould give you a picture of our experiences in giving out 
our New Testaments to road-menders, builders and other 
orkers. You should see the joy on their faces as they 
‘gladly receive these Testaments as their very own. As I 
"was riding along the highway the other day, I picked up 
Jewish girl. I offered her one of your Hebrew Prophecy 
Testaments. Oh, the joy on her face, as she said, ‘Is this 


for me?’ And she pressed it to her bosom.” 


A missionary couple, who have been giving out our 
Hebrew New Testaments in Israel for twenty years, write: 
“There is a glorious opportunity in Israel today for giving 
New Testaments to Jews working in factories and work- 
"shops and offices, as well as in the homes of the people. 
We find that in the large industrial quarters of Tel Aviv 
‘there are many, many of the youth who have never heard 
that there is such a Book as the New Testament. How 
eagerly they accept the New Testament when we offer it 
to them in their own language!” 

“One day we were in a village and were surrounded by 
a group of young Jewish settlers who eagerly accepted New 
Testaments. A young man came along on horseback. When 

saw the Book he asked, “What is that?’ We replied, ‘It 
is a New Testament.’ He said, ‘A New Testament? What is 
that? Who has written it?” We asked, ‘Where did you come 
from?’ He replied, ‘I grew up in Soviet Russia. I fled from 
there and came across Turkey to Israel a year ago.’ We 
Saw that he wanted a New Testament and we gladly gave 
one to him.” 

A young man in Israel, from an orthodox Jewish family, 
tead a few pages of God’s Word. He was so stirred that 
whe secured a New Testament for himself. He read it and 
Was soundly saved. 

A new shipment of 5,000 of our Hebrew Prophecy New 
Testaments is now on its way to Israel, and we have another 
5,000 copies in London, England, ready to be sent to 





A BEAUTIFUL FREE GIFT FOR YOU 

For a limited time a gift copy of the beautiful Bible Success 
‘Band booklet for 1960 will be sent free of cost to those who send 
a donation for our work. The cover of the booklet is in full color, 
Showing a woman in lovely native dress at her embroidery loom 
in the Holy Land. This 32 page Bible Success Band booklet 
‘tontains a verse of Scripture for each day of the coming year. 
‘The booklet also contains two inspiring messages, on the bless- 
ing of Bible memorizing, by Dr. Reuben A. Torrey and Dr. 
Wilfred Grenfell. You will enjoy this booklet throughout the 
toming months; and your gift will bless the Jews. 
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Israel. We expect soon to give an order for 10,000 Hebrew 
New Testaments to be printed for us right in the land of 
Israel! Permission in Israel has been granted for this. It 
will be the first time that New Testaments have ever been 
printed in the land of Israel in all its history. This is: another 
modern miracle. 

The Lord is greatly blessing the spread of our Spanish 
Prophecy Testaments among the Jews in Argentina and 
other Latin American countries. One of the workers in 
Buenos Aires, who is visiting Jewish homes and shops 
offering New Testaments, writes that during the past few 
months fourteen Jews have accepted Christ through the 
Word and personal work, and seventy other Jews whom 
he is visiting regularly are deeply interested. 

In the great land of Brazil, Christian workers are coop- 
erating heartily in visiting Jewish homes and offering Por- 
tuguese New Testaments, free of cost, to Jews who will 
*agree to read the Book. Please pray for a great harvest of 
souls there from these Testaments our Campaign is pro- 
viding. 

And right here in America, Jews ate eagerly receiving 
our English and Yiddish Prophecy Testaments on the streets 
of New York City and in Miami Beach, and in various 
towns and cities in the United States and Canada. And 
Jewish people are accepting the Lord Jesus as Messiah and 
Saviour. 

At this time when God is working wondrously in the 
hearts of Jews in Israel, and in North and South America 
and in other lands, making them eager to receive the New 
Testament, will you pray earnestly and give freely to our 
Campaign for providing God’s own precious Word for His 
chosen people? Ask the Lord. to show you what you should 
give. And please send your gift as soon as possible. He will 
reward you according to His sure promise to Abraham: 
“I will bless them that bless thee” Genesis 12:3. 
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George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary ET 
Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
Room 1303, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Enclosed is my gift of $ for helping to win Jews 
to Christ with the Word of God, in Israel, South America, 
and other lands. Please send me a free copy of the 1960 


Bible Success Band booklet. 


Make checks payable to 
Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL? 


USE TEACHER TRAINING 
FILMSTRIPS 


SUCCESSFUL  cieht filmstrips 
presenting to your 

TEACHING teachers the principles 
of successful Sunday 






School teaching. 
KNOW YOUR eight filmstrips 

for parents and 
CHILD 

teachers describing the 


spiritual and mental 
development of the 
various age groups. 
BUILDING 4A Soe Soeeies he se 
unday School workers 
BETTER SUN- covering organization, 
DAY SCHOOL developing the workers, 
planning the program 
and expansion. 


Write for free 
sind piney mt “gl 
MOODY FILMSTRIPS 
Box 25575E - Los Angeles 25, Calif. 





Learn New Testament 


z At home, with our simplified sys- 
< t study, using phonograph 
illustrated books. THREE YEAR 
COURSE. ‘Send for FREE *INFORMATIO ON. 
The Correspondence School of 


NEW TESTAMENT GREEK 








Bethmour Road Bethany, Conn. 
USE and GIVE 
panera SUPERINTENDENTS 
fished GUIDE 


ALL NEW FOR 1960 


The only complete single 
volume covering a whole year. 
Leader guidance material — 
program helps — order of serv- 
ice — desk lesson material — 
pages for records and other aids. Comments 
based on International Sunday School Lessons — 
not a commentary. Size 3/2 x 5¥2. 96 pages. 





ORDER FROM DEPT. ESG60 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


WRITERS 


WANTED 


And you can meet the requirements. If you 
desire to serve the Lord, like to write, enjoy 
studying at home in your spare time, you can 
become a trained Christian writer. Write 
today for FREE sample lesson and informa- 
tion on courses for both beginning and ad- 
vanced writers. 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 











33 South Weeher Drive . » cotenen 6, Witaats 
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LETTERS 





No Founding Father 


C. Gregg Singer’s very interesting 
article (“America’s First Founding 
Father”, July °59) has pointed out 
some of the logical consequences of 
Calvin’s teaching deduced to show a 
similarity between his basic principles 
and those adopted by our founding 
fathers in the constitution for the fed- 
eral union of 1787. It is only fair to note 
also some of the very great differences. 

The identification of Calvin, first of 
all, with the founding fathers of our 
nation is most probably inappropriate 
in that the great Reformer would never 
have countenanced the American Rev- 
olution. Actually Calvin believed with 
Luther that armed rebellion against 
any state was rebellion against God. 
The burdens of the state were to be 
borne cheerfully by its subjects; all 
regulations were in the hands of au- 
thority constituted by God. Calvin 
said, “There can be no tyranny which 


in some respect is not a defense to con- | 
serve the society of men.” Calvin’s | 


philosophy of freedom is purely spir- 

itual; it is the inner freedom of a pure 
heart in fellowship with God. 

JAMES M. MurK 

Wheaton, Iil. 


Travesty and Exaggeration 


I consider the article, “Why Latin 
Americans Dislike Some American Mis- 
sionaries” (June 59), a travesty and an 


exaggeration. The writer gives five and | 


a half columns to adverse criticism and 
only 23 lines to the other side of the 
picture. Just how far the article repre- 
sents the situation in other countries of 
South America I do not know; but it 
does not fit Brazil. 
HarRo_p H. Cook 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


Hats off to ETERNITY for printing the 
article. It took real journalistic courage 
to print something that will thrash some 
readers and leave them raw and bleed- 
ing. Scathing criticism is not pleasant 
medicine for us missionaries to Latin 
America, or for anyone in fact, but 
often it is necessary for our spiritual 
health. 

While the missionary who fits the en- 
tire description would indeed be a rarity, 
I don’t know of one whom it doesn’t 
touch at some point. 

C. PETER WAGNER 
San Jose de Chiquitos, Bolivia 
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e SAVE HOURS OF PREPARATION TIME 


All information necessary to prepare an 
interesting, class-appealing lesson is in the 
teacher’s book. No need to consult any 
other source to find Bible background, in- 


| formative sidelights and historical facts to 


teach a complete well-rounded lesson every 
Sunday. 


e ASSURE INSPIRING, INTERESTING 
CLASS SESSIONS 

“Facing-page’”’ teacher’s book (exclusive 
with David C. Cook) assures a properly 
directed, effective class teaching period. 
Printed opposite each page of teacher in- 
struction is the actual lesson page which 
the pupil is reading in his quarterly. From 
“*how to open the lesson’’ to closing prayer, 
the teacher is always in step with the pupil. 
A revelation in teaching ease and freedom. 


e HOME AND SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK 
TOGETHER 

With David C. Cook unified lessons, all 
classes in the Sunday School study the 
same Bible lesson theme on the same Sun- 
day. All members of the family can study 





and discuss the Sunday’s lesson together, 
Take-home papers bring the lesson teach- 
ings into the home. Families are drawn 
closer to Christ, to the church and to one 
another. 


e TRUE TO THE BIBLE...STRONGLY 
EVANGELISTIC 

Every lesson is based on a Scripture text 
from the King James version of the Bible, 
and unfolds its meaning in harmony with 
the evangelical faith of all dedicated Chris- 
tians. There is no hint of modernism. The 
authority of the Bible, Christ’s unique posi- 
tion as the Son of God, His death for the 
sins of all men, His resurrection, ascension 
and coming again to judge all men are 
faithfully taught. 

e AGE—GRADED TO SUIT ANY 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OR CLASS 

Whether you teach a class of Beginners or 
Adults, there is a David C. Cook Bible 
teaching course “tailor-made’”’ for your 
needs. Find out why nearly two hundred 
thousand teachers of all leading denom- 
inations use and prefer David C. Cook 
unified lessons by mailing this coupon. 


David C. Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, Illinois 


Please send all publications you recommend for the age group(s) checked below. | enclose 10¢ for 


each age group for which samples are ordered. 


0 Beginner Ages 4 and 5 
0 Primary Ages 6,7 and8 


0 Junior High Ages 12, 13 and 14 
0 Senior High Ages 15, 16 and 17 








0 Junior Ages 9, 10 and 11 O Aduit Ages 18 and over 
Name. 
Address. 
State or 
City. Provi 








Position in Sunday School 


CD Please send free copy of your 1959-60 Catalog. 


Dept. E10 











The 
finest 
hand 
Bible 
anyone 
can own [eet 


The strong, bold print in this stunning 
Bible is unexcelled for reading clarity. 
Easy to hold and easy to read,'the 
Cambridge Concord Bible is a triumph 
of hand bookbinding in the finest of sup- 
ple, durable leathers. 

The Bold-Figure center references, the 
handy Concordance, Glossary, and 8 new 
color maps make this a Bible to be treas- 
ured for life. 

Printed on the highest quality India 
paper, and priced from $14.50 to $30.00. 

King James Version 


Ask for THE CONCORD BIBLE 
at your bookstore 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
pee The World’s Oldest Bible Publisher 
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EDITORIALS 
i 


MERCY KILLINGS 

From time to time the question of 
euthanasia is spotlighted through news 
reports of a so-called “mercy killing.” 
Whether the victim consents to such 
death or whether the killer takes on 
himself the sole responsibility is beside 
the point. Recently, the noted Cam- 
bridge scholar, Sir Ronald Fisher, has 
advocated the deliberate putting to 
death of seriously deformed children. 

Our hearts are certainly touched at 
the thought of the tensions and con- 
flicts in the minds of parents of such 
children. They already suffer the great 
pain and hurt natural to the circum- 
stances, and often also the anxiety 
caused by conflicting advice from rel- 
atives, doctors and others. The state- 
ment of a scientist of such distin- 
guished repute can but add to the 
difficulty of such parents. It is an affront 
to the natural moral outlook of par- 
ents, but, more than that, it is a direct 
violation of Christian ethics. Cer- 
tainly euthanasia has no place in a 
Christian scheme of things. 

The Lord Jesus Christ recognized 
that there would be situations of great 
difficulty in the lives of those who fol- 
low Him. In the garden He prayed to 
the Father, saying, “I do not pray 
that Thou shouldst take them out of 
the world, but that Thou shouldst keep 
them from the evil one” (John 17:15). 





The Holy Spirit has taught believers 
that they can be “more than con- 
querors” even in the midst of the most 
desperate and trying circumstances 
(Rom. 8:37). 

What a difference in attitude re- 
garding euthanasia there is between 
those who are committed to Christ 
and those who are not! While an in- 
sensitive generation of unbelievers 
may stamp out human life as uncon- 
cerned as they would swat a fly, the 
Christian has an ever-developing sen- 
sitivity to the moral and ethical quali- 
ties that are to be built into the life of 
a believer. “The fruit of the Spirit is 
love . . . long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faithfulness . . .” (Gal. 5: 
22). Surely these qualifications com- 
bine against the possibility of snuffing 
out the life of a deformed child sim- 
ply because such an existence is 
troublesome to those in the environ- 
ment. Rather, such an existence may 
well build deeper and stronger quali- 
ties of character that could be devel- 
oped no other way. 


BIOGRAPHY 
The author of a biography begins at 
the birth and follows through to the 
death of his subject. But to understand 
any life story you must go back from the 
end to the beginning. What a man be- 
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This month, ETERNITY Magazine 
adds a new contributing editor to its 
masthead, as Herbert Henry Ehren- 
stein joins the staff of the Evangelical 
Foundation. 

Ehrenstein, however, is no stranger 





to ETERNITY readers. For two years 
he wrote the Sunday School Lesson 
commentary and has recently been a 
frequent book reviewer. His latest ar- 
ticle was “Is Church Evangelism Ob- 
solete?” (August, 1959). In addition, 
he has edited the “current events” de- 
partment of Our Hope magazine (now 
merged with ETERNITY. 

A native of New York City, Ehr- 
enstein is a former member of Dr. 
Barnhouse’s New York Bible Class. 
While a student at Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, he was pastor 
of Philadelphia’s Gethsemane Baptist 
Church. Since 1952, he has been min- 
ister of the Bethany Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia. Now after seven fruit- 
ful years of intense Bible teaching 
there, Ehrenstein has resigned to take 
up a full-time position as one of 
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came is what makes his growth and de- 
velopment significant. 

If this is true of a man, how much 
more is it true of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the God-Man. This is why God did not 
give us any biography of Christ. The 
four Gospels are far from being biog- 
raphies; they are portraits of various 
phases of His revelation of God. The 
meaning of the whole story can be de- 
termined only by seeing Him at the end, 
enthroned at the right hand of God the 
Father. It is this enthronement that 
gives significance to His resurrection. 
It is His resurrection that gives signifi- 
cance to His death. It is His death that 
gives significance to His life. 

Does this mean that we can dispense 
with the story of His birth and child- 
hood? One school of thinking tends to 
believe that Jesus’ ministry began with 
His baptism. For all intents and pur- 
poses they leave out the important first 
30 years. Another school of thinking, 
especially in the Roman Church, over- 
emphasizes the birth of Jesus and the 
exaltation of His mother, and lessens 
the importance of His later work, prac- 
tically concluding with the cross and 
putting little emphasis on the resurrec- 
tion. 

Resist these temptations and take the 
whole story from glory to glory and 
what do we find? We see the whole 
Christ, who came from the throne of 
the Father and is back on that throne 
now. We see Him confronting us as 
alive, crucified for us, born for us; His 
redemptive work and the power of His 
resurrection leads us to faith in His di- 
vine birth by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. 

When we know Him thus, we find 
ourselves identified with Him, as He 
became identified with us. His Virgin 
birth makes us realize that our own new 
birth is a divine one. His pure boyhood 
beckons us on to purity and growth in 








the Evangelical Foundation’s Bible 
teachers. 

Ehrenstein has conducted  con- 
ferences in a number of churches and 
has been much in demand for summer 
pulpit supply work. For two years he 
was an instructor at Philadelphia Bible 
Institute. 

One of Ehrenstein’s duties with the 
Evangelical Foundation will be the 
direction of a new Correspondence 
Course department, to be announced 
early in 1960. 

In the expanding Bible conference 
ministry of the Evangelical Founda- 
tion’s teaching staff, Ehrenstein will 
join Dr. Barnhouse, Ralph Keiper and 
Walter Martin in conference work. 
He is now available for one night or 
extended meetings in churches across 
the country. 
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EXPRESS the TRUE 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT— with 


“Suashine Line’ Cards 

(, ' Warm Friendly Greetings with Choice Selections 
Gs From the Bible 

Eleven different assortments offer a wide choice for 
the most discriminating. Beautiful full color prints— 
Virko Finish—embossing—die cuts—various types 
of folding—give great variety and attractiveness to 


these 1959 “SUNSHINE LINE” Christmas cards. 
Matched size envelopes with each assortment. 





$1.25 Assortments 


G8959—Radiant Christmas 18 cards 
G8979—Christmas Red Parchment 21 cards 
$1.00 Assortments 
G8559—Glad Tidings 21 cards 
G8579—Blessed Christmas 21 cards 
G8539—Silent Night 18 cards 
G8569—Bit-O-Christmas 21 cards 
G8509—Lustrous Christmas 18 cards 
G8519—Nativity Assortment 18 cards 
G8529—White Noel 18 cards 
G8589—Christmas in Town and Country 20 cards 
G8549—Scenorama (Children’s) 21 cards 

Ask for a FREE Full Color Circular 


ORDER From Your RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE 




















LEAD me 


to some soul today, O teach me 
Lord just what to say, 
Friends of mine are lost in sin, And cannot find their way. 
N remote regions of the Philippines, India, Pakistan, Iran and East Africa, our 
I missionaries perform their inspired tasks. However, all the glorious work of 
winning souls for Christ is not done on the frontiers. If you cannot become a 
missionary yourself, give your prayers and cooperation as contribution. Each of 
these is a token of your love for the Lord Jesus Christ. Only by our joint prayers 
and action will others find the Lord as their Saviour too. 


O Write today for FREE literature! 
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vision of the Institute’s renowned 
reseht challenge to students and grad- 


The passion for souls and m 
founder, Dwight L. Moody, is ax 
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+ Him. Seeing Him as He is leads us on 
“until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ” (Eph. 4:3). 


GOD OF FORCES 


Thinking machines are being devel- 
oped to do fantastic things today. Time 
reports a rash of jokes on the subject. 

Stepping up to a computer on display 
in Grand Central Station, an Indian in 
full regalia asks: “Who am I? What doI 
weigh? Where am I going?” 

The machine instantly answers, 
“You are an Indian. You weigh 173 
pounds. You are going to Pueblo, Colo- 
rado.” 

The Indian dashes around a corner, 
tears off his feathers, borrows an over- 
coat from a commuter and repeats the 
questions to the machine. The answer 
comes: “You are still an Indian. You 
still weigh 173 pounds. You have 
missed your train.” 

Another joke set me to thinking most 
seriously. Annoyed at the independence 
of the machine he is supposed to con- 
trol, a computer attendant mutters: “All 
right, if you’re so smart, tell me: Is 
there a God?” 

Booms the 
—now.” 

In the book of Daniel there is a 


machine, “There is 


uates, to the dedicated faculty Afiéifore than 500 full-time employees. prophecy which almost brings a shud- - 
J P i der of apprehension. Daniel speaks of : 

in the classroom, at chapel services and on practical work assignments . . . ane af a devilish kirigs i shall subje 
students are trained and led into an understanding of God’s missionary pur- arise at the time of the end, saying. know 
pose for their lives and encouraged to choose their lifework on the basis of || “The king shall do according to his will; truth 
he shall exalt himself and magnify him- WI 
where and how God can best use them. self above every god, and shall speak YX 

. peas astonishing things against the God of 
To Christians around the world, MBI is more than a school . . - it is liter- gods. . . ~ . re a = an heed ine as ve 
ally a “mission station” in the heart of metropolitan Chicago, seeking towin | god of his fathers. . . . He shall not give whict 
lost souls everywhere—on Madison Street or in Malaya, New York or New ow “i —— ge = he he ited 
‘ A 2 - nify himself above all. He shall honor latior 
Guinea, California or Calcutta ... and by all means through personal tests dhe and of faxtecsnes instned of all » 
mony, preaching, distribution of gospel literature, films, television and radio. (Dan. 11:36-38). meeti 
ah be “The god of fortresses” is a better wes 
The tuition-free training and MBI’s many ministries are supported by translation than the older “god of gethe 
the prayers and gifts of Christians with a missionary vision. Without these forces.” But the two together reveal An 
gifts, the training and missionary challenge afforded by MBI would not be rm men will — more and more con- synoc 

P F dence in machines and armaments in 
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available to many dedicated young men and women. dhe thee of the ond. As Blabehinck ate al 

The directors of many of the large mission boards are former students after describing the dictators as fisher- 

h sii atts illinns anal deena ahiiens ik, WOE men with fine equipment taking a great The | 
at casa — 7 g catch of men, “Therefore he sacrifices in the 
Today, there is a greater need than ever for your prayers and your gifts to his net and burns incense to his seine; Th 

‘ sntain this tuition-free traini d its fare for by them he lives in luxury, and his divin 
to help the Institute maintain this tuition-free training and expand i food is rich” (Hab. 1:16). ‘ 
reaching ministries to the far corners of the world. The Christian must actively oppose esus 

all such worship of technology. This made 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL .. . EVANGELICAL world that crucified Christ is develop- bind 

Ay ing a technical civilization and uses it ever 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE | t smooth its way to Hell. “Some bout | (Mat 
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boast of the name of the Lord our God. 
They will collapse and fall; but we shall 
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POPE’S 





CUMENICAL COUNCIL? 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE delves into the history and gives insight 
into the background of the ecumenical councils in PART 1 of this series. 


voke an ecumenical council. In the near future, the 
press, radio, television, motion pictures and magazines 
will carry a fantastic amount of propaganda on the 
subject. But how can the average Protestant reader 
know what it is all about? How can one distinguish 
truth from error? 

What is an ecumenical council? 

You will sometimes see the word spelled with an O, 
as oecumenical. This is because the Greek word from 
which it is derived is oikumene, meaning “the inhab- 
ited earth.” The Latin word concilium: is the trans- 
lation of the Greek word synodos, denoting, first, 
meetings of any kind, and, second, in a more restricted 
sense, assemblies of the rulers of a church, called to- 
gether to discuss and decide on ecclesiastical affairs. 

An ecumenical council, therefore, is a world-wide 
synod, supposedly of the entire Church of Jesus Christ. 
The word concilium is first found in this technical 
sense, in the writings of Tertulian, about 200 A.D. 
The Greek counterpart appears about a century later 
in the Apostolic canons. 

The first church council—and the only one with 
divine sanction—is described in Acts 15. The Lord 
Jesus had announced that there were to be decisions 
made by the Apostles. He had said, “Whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and what- 
ever you loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven” 
(Matt. 16:19). Some have interpreted this to mean 
that authority was given to Church leaders to permit 


Px JOHN XXIII has announced that he will con- 
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them to decide who would be saved and who would be 
lost. The great commentator, Lightfoot, has pointed 
out effectively—and no true language scholar will 
deny it—that the Greek refers to things and not to 
persons. 

The early church grew naturally out of Judaism, 
and the book of the Acts describes what might be 
called a shifting of gears from the Old Testament to 
the New. The Old Testament regime was based on 
legalism, and there were prohibitions against many 
practices which bound the lives of the people. The 
Jews could not eat pork, could not plant their fields 
with mixed seeds, make garments of more than one 
material, do any type of work on the Sabbath, and do 
many other things that caused Peter to describe such 
a life as “a yoke which neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear” (Acts 15:10). 

It was in response to our Lord’s divine command 
that the leaders of the early church first assembled in 
Jerusdlem. But it is important to note that Peter was 
not the presiding officer. Instead of Peter, James pre- 
sided. 

Some believe that this James was the younger son 
of the Virgin Mary, son of Joseph, mentioned along 
with the other members of this family in Mark 6:3. 
Others hold that this was James, the son of Alpheus. 
At all events Peter was not the presiding officer. 

The question before this council was how bind- 
ing the Jewish ordinances were to be on members 
of the infant Church. “Some believers who belonged 








to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, ‘It is 
necessary to circumcise them [the Gentile converts], 
and to charge them to keep the law of Moses’” (Acts 
15:5). After much debate, Peter told how God had 
brought the first Gentiles into the Church through his 
ministry, and he advised that Gentiles should not be 
bound by the terrible burdens of the law: “Now 
therefore why do you make trial of God,” he said, “by 
putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which 
neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 
But we believe that we shall be saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus just.as they will” (v. 10, 11). 

Barnabas and Paul then spoke, telling what had 
happened under their ministry in Gentile countries. 
Then in conclusion James gave the decision: “Simeon 
has related how God visited the Gentiles, to take out 
of them a people for His name” (v. 14). He then 
gave the Old Testament authority for salvation of 
Gentiles arid concluded, “Therefore my judgment is 
that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who 
turn to God; but should write them to abstain from 
the pollutions of idols, and from unchastity and from 
what is strangled and from blood” (v. 19, 20). Letters 
were then written to all the churches among the Gen- 
tiles, sending greetings to the believers and repeating 
the summary made by James, but in astounding lan- 
guage: “For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and 
to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things” (v. 28). 

The language is astounding only from a human 
point of view. From the divine point of view this 
Council had been planned by God, announced by 
Christ and was directed by the Holy Spirit. Later 
councils used this same phraseology, but they had no 
divine sanction of such an appropriation of the author- 
ity of God. By the time of Gregory the Great the 
spiritual tone of the church had degenerated to the 
point where that Pope declared that the authority of 
the first four councils was equal to the authority of 
the four Gospels. 

There were various meetings of Church leaders in 
the early centuries, and these are mentioned casually 
in some of the early church writings, but no council 
worthy of the name Ecumenical took place until the 
early part of the fourth century. 

My source for the following information is Hal- 
lett’s 15th edition of Addis and Arnold’s Catholic 
Dictionary, which has the imprimatur of the Roman 
Church. 


What are the various types of councils? 

Ecumenical Councils, Rome says, are those to which 
the bishops and others entitled to vote are convoked 
from the whole world (oikoumene) under the 


presidency of the Pope or his legates, and the decrees 
of which, having received papal confirmation, bind 
all Roman Catholics. Since Roman authority says that 
these decrees bind all Christians, all non-Romanists 
are classified as schismatic. If a Council meets and 
makes decisions but does not succeed in getting its 
decrees corifirmed by the Pope as of ecumenical au- 
thority, these decrees are not valid. There have been 
three such instances in the history of the Roman 
Church. 

Synods of the East or of the West. The first Council 
of Constantinople was a mere Council of the East 
and ranks as ecumenical only because its decrees 
were ultimately received in the West also. This is 
Roman Catholic language, stating that what was done 
by the entire Church in the East was not valid until 
approved by Rome. From the point of view of the 
Eastern Church, what they did was ecumenical and 
the fact that Rome later approved what had been 
done at Constantinople merely showed the good judg- 
ment of the West. 

Lesser councils, representing the (Roman) Church 
in single nations, or in an archdiocese, etc. 


Who can call a council? 

Only the Pope can call a universal council. It is 
interesting to see the casuistry employed in getting 
around the fact, admitted by the Roman Catholic 
historians Hefele-Leclercq, that “The first eight gen- 
eral councils were convoked by the emperors.” The 
fact that the Popes called all councils from the ninth 
(First Lateran) onwards is merely the reflection of 
the rise of the papacy. 


Who composes these councils? 

In an ecumenical council originally the voting was 
done by all members of the clergy who were present. 
As time went on and the dictatorial qualities of the 
papal machine became more pronounced, the common 
clergy were excluded from voting privileges. In early 
councils absent bishops could be represented by proc- 
urators (proxies) who voted in their stead, but at the 
last council, 90 years ago, such delegates were not 
even admitted to the Council Hall. 


Who presides at these councils? 

The emperors not only called the earlier couricils, 
but also they presided over them. Modern Roman 
authorities again resort to casuistry to get around such 
a fact. P. E. Hallett writes, “True, ancient authorities 
do undoubtedly attribute a presidency at general coun- 
cils to the emperor. However, this is but an apparent 
difficulty.” The way they try to squeeze out of the 
difficulty is to say that this was no more than a presi- 
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dency of honor. But imagine a Pope of today standing 
back and saying to a king, “Please go ahead, sir, yours 
isthe place of honor!” The fact is that the emperor was 
in complete authority for several hundred years; and 
mly gradually the ecclesiastical authorities took the 
whip in hand. 


How are the conciliar decrees confirmed? 


Throughout history the decrees of the Councils 
have taken immediate effect. The necessity of con- 
frmation by the Pope was a much later accretion. 
Their logic behind such an idea is the old fallacy that 
Ais confirmed by B and that B is proved by A. So a 
Church council declares the Pope to be infallible and 
the Pope declares the findings of the councils to be in- 
fallible. Since all written records of the early councils 
are completely against this position, Hallett gets around 
it this way: “At the same time, the evidence on this 
point with regard to early councils is not always con- 
dusive, a fact which need not surprise us when we 
remember that the Popes were accustomed to send 
kgates with full instructions, and that usually the 
Pope had already made his own mind clear on the 
points in debate, so that the formal approbation of 
the Pope did not attract special notion.” 

The facts, however, speak for themselves. The early 
councils met and made decisions. These decisions be- 
came valid in the church without the Pope having 
anything to say about them. At the Council of Chal- 
cedon, after the settlement of the dogmatic con- 
troversy, questions of Church government came under 
discussion. The Roman position was so distasteful to 
the rest of the bishops that the Papal legates withdrew 
at the end of the 14th session. In the next meeting the 
Fathers of the Council passed 30 canons, of which 
the 28th declared the right of the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople to consecrate the metropolitan bishops in 
Thrace, Pontus and Asia. Although Pope Leo refused 
to confirm this canon, it was followed by all 
churches in Thrace, Pontus and Asia for hundreds of 
years. During these centuries there were the usual 
relations between the East and the West, and not until 
the eleventh century did the formal separation take 
place. 

In other words, the Roman Church, as we know it 
today, simply did not exist during the first centuries of 
Christian history. The Roman Bishop had no author- 
ity in half the Church from the earliest times, and 
when he sought to exercise such authority, he split 
the outward church into the Eastern and Western 
branches. A careful meditation on these facts will 
help us to see that the doctrine of the primacy of 
Peter is an invention of the middle ages, and has no 
authority in history. 
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How infallible are these councils? 

This Roman doctrine follows from all that precedes. 
One of the most important Protestant concepts is that 
Popes, councils and synods have erred. This view 
makes it possible for believers to differ and to follow 
his conscience. The conscience of a believer need 
never be bound by the action of any Church author- 
ity, of whatever rank or stripe. 


What has taken place at the previous ecumenical 
councils? 

We have described the first and the only divinely 
approved council—that of Jerusalem. Now let us con- 
sider the human councils that discussed matters of the 
churches. 

1) First of Nicea, 325 A.D. This was called by the 
Emperor Constantine in an attempt to unite the fol- 
lowers of Arius with the main body of the Church. 
The doctrine of Arius was, in a word, Unitarianism. 
He denied that Christ was of the same substance 
with the Father, thus denying His true and eternal 
Godhead. The great defender of the doctrine of the 
Godhead of Christ was Athanasius, who carried with 
him most of the 318 bishops present at the Council. 
His famous phrase, “Athanasius against the world” 
(Athanasius contra mundum), shows the strength and 
firmness of the man, and we are grateful to God for 
him. The doctrine established by the Nicean Council 
is accepted by us not because it was affirmed by a 
Council, but because it is fully taught in Scripture. It 
is the Bible that shows the rightness of the Nicean 
conclusions and not the other way around. 

2) First of Constantinople, 381. This council of 
150 Eastern bishops maintained biblical truth against 
the heresies of Arius and Apollinaris who held that 
Christ did not have a human intelligence and that this 
body did not come from Mary but was brought down 
from Heaven. 

3) Ephesus, 431. This council condemned the doc- 
trines of Nestorius, who held that there were two dif- 
ferent persons in Christ, as well as two natures. There 
were 160, then 198 bishops present, and the Bishop 
of Rome sent one Cyril, to represent him. There was 
a vast amount of bickering, several groups forming 
and issuing anathemas against various other groups. 
The patriarch of Antioch was the chief cleric at the 
council and he finally deposed Cyril and all who 
agreed with him! Another session with another group 
of bishops announced that John of Antioch was de- 
posed. At this time a group from the country around 
Ephesus, where Diana had been worshipped for cen- 
turies, began to talk about Mary in terms that, prac- 
tically, made her the successor to the heathen goddess. 

(Continued on page 37) 








Jesus Was a Man 


Yes, He was God, but He was also truly human. By LEON MORRIS 


REEK MYTHOLOGY abounds in stories of gods 
who walked the earth giving the impression that 
they were men. They looked like men. They acted 
like men. But when the need arose they cast off pre- 
tense, put forth their powers, and revealed their di- 
vinity. They were not really men, but gods in disguise. 
Some early Christians, the Docetists, who are not with- 
out their modern cousins, thought of Jesus in this way. 
He was God, looking like man, but not really man. 
But the Christian Church decisively rejected all such 
views, and labeled them rank heresy. Jesus was truly 
a man. 

We do not know a great deal about His early life, 
but such evidence as there is shows a normal growth 
and development. The first and third Gospels preserve 
genealogies, which point to human descent. He was 
born as others are. (The Virgin ‘Birth’ is actually a 
misnomer. It was the conception that was miraculous; 
we know of nothing abnormal about the birth.) Twice 
over Luke tells of the way Jesus grew (Luke 2:40, 
52), and both times we get the impression of a per- 
fectly normal life. 

Jesus knew Himself to be a man, as His response 
to the first temptation shows, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone’ (Matt. 4:4). He was subject to all the 
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limitations that compass our mortal frame, He knew 
weariness’ (John 4:6), hunger (Matt. 21:18; Luke 
4:2), and thirst (John 19:28). Bodily life has its joys 
and its sorrows, and He knew them both. 

But human life includes more than bodily experi- 
ences. Our emotional lives are a very important part 
of our being. And, as we can see, Jesus had emotions 
just like all other men. He could be joyful (John 15: 
11), or sorrowful (Matt. 26:37). He experienced love 
for others (Mark 10:21), and compassion (Matt. 9: 
36). It was astonishment which marked His reaction 
to the faith of the centurion (Luke 7:9) and to the 
unbelief of the men of Nazareth (Mark 6:6). On oc- 
casion He was indignant (Mark 10:14). And at times 
He could be angry and grieved (Mark 3:5). 

Then we should notice some striking passages where 
He is spoken of as being troubled in one way or an- 
other. If He were not Man as well as God it would be 
impossible to speak of Him in this kind of language. 
Take, for example, His behavior at the tomb of Laz- 
arus. There He ‘groaned in the spirit.” John uses a 
very down-to-earth expression, for the verb is one that 
is used of horses snorting! Jesus was troubled, and He 
wept (John 11:33, 35). 

Similarly He was troubled at the prospect of His 
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death. Luke speaks of Him as being ‘straitened’ (‘un- 
der constraint’) till His sufferings should be accom- 
plished (Luke 12:50), and John tells us that His soul 
was troubled (John 12:27). In Gethsemane He longed 
for human companionship (Matt. 26:37f). As He 
prayed there He was in an agony (Luke 22:44). 
There is an air of human desolation about the cry 
from the cross, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?’ (Mark 15:34). It is a very human Jesus 
that we see undergoing these experiences. 

His whole manner of life was genuinely human. He 
was in subjection to Mary and Joseph (Luke 2:51). 
He paid taxes (Matt. 15:24ff). People mistakenly 
called Him, ‘a man gluttonous, and a winebibber’ 
(Matt. 11:19). Often He asked questions. We are not 
unfamiliar with the person who asks questions when 
he already knows the answers, e.g. a schoolteacher; 
but Jesus does not appear to be acting like this. When, 
for example, He asked the father of the epileptic, 
‘How long is it ago since this came unto him?’ (Mark 
9:21) the impression we get is that He wanted the 
information. 

Few of us would spontaneously refer to Jesus as 
‘a religious man.’ Yet the Gospels show us that He 
was just that. He was regular in His attendance at 
public worship (Luke 4:16). He did not neglect pri- 
vate prayer, for there are many references to it (Mark 
1:35, 6:46; Luke 3:21, etc.). Sometimes He prayed 
all night (Luke 6:12), which is eloquent of His sense 
of need. Even His enemies bore witness to His trust 
in God (Matt. 27:43). He practised those acts of 
worship and communion with God which we must 
practise. In this, as in all things, He has set the ex- 
ample we must follow. 


DID JESUS KNOW EVERYTHING? 


We see, then, that the Gospels paint a picture of a 
real incarnation. When the Son of God came to earth 
He did not play at being man. He became man in the 
fullest sense as D. M. Baillie, for example, has made 
abundantly clear in his fascinating essay God Was in 
Christ. The mechanics of the process are hid from us, 
but of the fact the Bible leaves us in no doubt. We may 
be totally unable to explain how the second Person of 
the Trinity could be exercising His cosmic functions 
and at the same time be the Babe of Bethlehem. But 
that does not give us license to reject that part of the 
evidence which displeases us. We may notice some- 
thing of the problem thus posed by considering at 
greater length two parts of the evidence for His man- 
hood, His human ignorance and His temptations. 

We have already noted that Jesus asked questions, 
and that the most natural way of understanding this is 
to say that He did so because He wanted to find out 
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the answers. He did not know. On one point, the date 
of His second coming, we are left in no doubt at all. 
Jesus explicitly said that He did not know when this 
would be (Mark 13:32). There is thus no doubt that 
His knowledge was limited in some way. 

This seems inevitable if there is to be a real incar- 
nation. It is of the essence of human life that we do 
not know quite a lot of things. Think how very differ- 
ent life would be for the stydent if he knew from the 
beginning of the year what questions would turn up 
in his examination paper! What vistas of bliss and 
ease the prospect opens up! Ignorance is an inevitable 
accompaniment of the only human life that we know. 
It compasses us round at every turn. It is a foe against 
which we must wage constant warfare. Knowledge 
must be acquired through the discipline of toil and 
effort. 

Sometimes one meets people who overlook this as- 
pect of Jesus’ life. They picture Him as going on a 


. serene way, knowing all the time all the secrets of the 


universe, knowing the thoughts of everyone about Him, 
knowing the outcome of every course of action in 
which He or they were engaging. If this was the man- 
ner of it, then the life Jesus lived was not a human 
life. It lacked a necessary quality of human life, even 
human life at the highest level. And it is out of har- 
mony with the Gospels. The evangelists portray for us 
a Jesus who was genuinely human. 

So far, I think, most students would agree. Difficul- 
ties arise as to the extent of this ignorance. Here it 
must be borne in mind that Jesus did show a most re- 
markable knowledge on occasions when we might 
have thought that a merely human individual would 
have been ignorant. Thus He knew the thoughts of 
His friends (Luke 9:47) and of His enemies (Luke 
6:8, etc.). John tells us that He knew the secret ex- 
perience of Nathaniel (John 1:47), the past life of 
the woman of Samaria (John 4:29), and even ‘what 
was in man’ (John 2:25). 


IGNORANCE AND ERROR 


This kind of thing has led E. J. Bicknell to postu- 
late a difference between His “discursive knowledge,” 
that which is gained “either by the operation of our 
mind, by processes of reasoning or argument, or else 
by receiving information from others,” and His “in- 
tuitive knowledge,” that gained “not piecemeal, but 
by a direct and immediate perception.” He was limited 
like all other men as regards the former, but not as 
regards the latter. 

There may be something in this, but it does not 
seem to account for all the facts. It does not explain, 
for example, His knowledge of the past of the woman 
of Samaria. Nor of the fact that Lazarus was dead 
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(John 11:11-14). Probably we are to understand this 
in the light of His mission. He had come to accomplish 
the divine purpose, and such knowledge, of whatever 
kind, as was necessary for the discharge of His genuine 
humanity forbids us to think that He was in better 
case than we. 

The crux of the problem here arises when we think 
of the possibility of error. Many modern scholars find 
no difficulty in the thought that Jesus was quite wrong 
in many things, being, in fact, just as much a child of 
His age as we are of ours. They feel that He was in 
error in the matter of the date of the second coming, 
the authorship of the Pentateuch, and other matters. 

But to others it seems crystal clear that ignorance is 
not the same thing as error, and that whereas we must 
think of Jesus as being ignorant on many matters there 
is not the same compulsion about error. Thus Orr 
writes: “Ignorance is not error, nor does the one thing 
necessarily imply the other. That Jesus should use 
the language of His time on things indifferent, where 
no judgment or pronouncement of His own was in- 
volved, is readily understood; that He should be the 
victim of illusion, or false judgment, on any subject 
on which He was called to pronounce, is a perilous 
assertion.” Leonard Hodgson points out that the as- 
sumption that error is a necessary part of human life 
makes the mistake of measuring Christ’s manhood 
by ours rather than ours by His. 

There is no finality in the matters which are urged 
as proving Him to have been mistaken. Thus some 
contend that He expected the second coming to take 
place within the lifetime of the disciples. But this is 
met by His own statement, to which we have already 
referred, that He did not know when this would be 
(Mark 13:32). Others suggest that He was wrong in 
His views on the authorship of the Pentateuch, and 
the events in the life of Jonah. But, no matter how 
certain some modern scholars may be in their own 
minds as to the truth in these matters, it is impossible 
in the nature of the case to produce conclusive proof. 
Nothing in the available evidence can be taken as 
proving that the Master was in error. 

There is a tendency today for men to be so con- 
vinced of the manhood of Jesus that His Godhead is 
to all intents and purposes lost sight of. He becomes 
a typical man of the first century, wrong about very 
many things, though right in some of His insights into 
the nature of God. In holding fast His community with 
us they have surrendered His community with God. 

It must be plainly asserted that Jesus was man. 
Nothing must be allowed to obscure the condescension 
involved in a full incarnation. But it must be as plainly 
asserted that He was not only man. His limitations 
must be understood in the light of this. Admittedly 


we are faced with a mystery here. The incarnation is 
unique. We have nothing to compare it with, and finite 
minds cannot grasp all that is involved in it or how it 
took place. But the point is that it is a real incarnation, 
It was God who became man. The manhood must not 
be so understood as to rule out a real Godhead. 

At the beginning of His ministry Jesus was tempted 
in the wilderness, and at the end, in Gethsemane. He 
was tempted also on other occasions as we see from 
Luke’s statement that the devil left Him “for a season” 
(Luke 4:13). The temptations are important evidence 
of the true humanity of Jesus, for, as James tells us, 
“God cannot be tempted with evil” (James 1:13). The 
fact that He was subjected to real temptations shows 
that the incarnation was a real assumption of man- 
hood, and not a playing with the human frame. 

Sometimes people object that the temptations of 
Jesus cannot have been real, since He was a sinless 
Being. Christians have felt throughout the ages that 
the sinlessness of Jesus is something important, and 
that it is not to be thought of as more or less fortuitous, 
as though He might have sinned or He might not have, 
and it just happened that He did not. Such a position 
would never satisfy the Christian understanding of 
Jesus. Nothing must be said which will leave His sin- 
lessness a matter more or less of chance. 

Nevertheless, when full allowance has been made 
for this, the possibility of real temptation remains. 
Concerning the idea that Jesus was genuinely tempted 
and yet could not yield to the temptation William 
Temple has said: “This is not even a paradox to any 
one who has seriously considered what is involved in 
the temptation felt by a man of high character to an 
act contrary to his character: he is attracted by the 
wrong course; he has to keep a hold on himself; he 
knows he is making a real choice; yet (being himself) 
he could not yield. The effort needed to overcome 
the temptation is a real effort, but it is also a necessary 
effort because his character, being such as it is, must 
so react to the situation.” The rightness of such a 
statement can hardly be doubted. And if this may be 
the case even with a moral man, how much more in 
the case of such a one as Jesus. 

The objection that if Jesus was sinless He could not 
have experienced real temptation rests on the assump- 
tion, in the words of A. E. Taylor, “that if a man 
does not commit certain transgressions . . . it must be 
because he never felt the appeal of them.” As soon as 
we face it we see that this is just not true in the case 
of men like ourselves. And we have no warrant for 
affirming it of Jesus. 

The reality of Jesus’ temptations is highlighted by 

(Continued on page 51) 
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CALLED 
vou 
FRIENDS 


In this article lies strength and encouragement. for all His friends. 


ENCEFORTH I call you not servants; for the servant 

knoweth not what his Lord doeth; but I have called 

you friends; for all things that I have heard of my 

Father I have made known unto you” (John 15:15). 

Because of this, every believer can say in fullest assur- 
ance, “He is my friend.” 

And what a friend He is! His friendship of love can 
never be fully understood down here. We shall fully 
know what it is when our loving friend has taken us 
into the place which He is preparing for us, the Father’s 
house with its many mansions. There we shall know 
what a friend He has been and what a friend He is. 

They called Him “a friend of publicans and sin- 
ners.” And such He is. He loved us even before the 
foundation of the world, and then He left the Glory 
and came to this earth to seek and save that which 
was lost. It was love which brought Him here, “not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” He came to suffer and to die 
in our stead. “Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down His life for his friends” (John 15:13). 
And we are by nature the enemies of God. He there- 
fore “commendeth His love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
This loving, precious friend became for us despised and 
rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. For us Creation’s Lord went into the horrible pit 
and the miry clay to save us from our sin and misery. 

This loving friend tells us, “I gave my back to the 
smiters and my cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting” (Isa. 
50:6). His blessed visage was marred by the cruel 
blows of men. For our sake, this friend of sinners be- 
came poor. “But He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions. He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes 
we are healed” (Isa. 53:5). He stood for us in the pres- 
ence of God and was for us forsaken of a holy, right- 
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By A. C. GAEBELEIN 


eous God. Oh! what a friend He is and what a love 
He has manifested. 

Having purchased us with His precious blood and 
made us His own, He is the “friend that sticketh closer 


” than a brother” (Prov. 18:24); “the friend that loveth 


at all times” (Prov. 17:17). As our loving friend He 
has brought us into the banqueting house of His love 
and grace, and His banner over us is love (Song of Sol. 
2:4). He has provided in the riches of His grace for all 
our needs and invites us constantly to partake of the 
spiritual blessings He wants us to share. “Eat, O 
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved” 
(Song of Sol. 5:1). 

He is a friend who has promised to hear our feeblest 
cry, who answers our prayers. He is a friend who is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities, for He was 
tempted in all things as we are, apart from sin. He has a 
deep, loving interest in each one of His friends and 
knows all our burdens, our griefs, our sorrows and our 
cares. Therefore, He has told us by His Spirit to cast all 
our cares upon Him. He is the friend who bears our 
burdens as He bore our sins. 

He is a friend who defends us, shields us, protects us, 
keeps us and hedges us about. Earthly friends love for 
a time, then their love grows cold and finally they be- 
come indifferent. But our friend in His love never 
changeth; He is always the same. 

Earthly friends are easily alienated by slights, by 
some misunderstanding or other causes; and thus the 
dearest ties on earth are constantly severed. But He is 
a friend who loveth at all times. Our sins and failures 
grieve Him, but they do not affect His mighty love. 
Even in our wanderings from Him, in the days we do 
not seek His fellowship as we should, when we fail 
Him, He does not cease to be our friend, for He is a 
friend that loveth at all times. At all times can we de- 
pend on Him. At all times we can claim His interest, 

(Continued on page 53) 
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GOES //TO CHURCH 


By JAMES E. CURRY 


NTIL THE MIDDLE of the 1930's, no respect- 
U able father of a family would have wanted his 
children or neighbors to see him enter a “gam- 
bling hell.” Men entered them for the purpose of 
getting possession of other people’s money, not by 


The author is a Washington attorney and a news analyst 
for various religious publications. 





labor, service or other legitimate means, but by the 
turn of a card, the throw of dice or the spin of a wheel. 
Usually, the operator victimized the player, but this 
was possible only because the player wanted to vic- 
timize others. 

Yet in those days gamblers were a tiny minority. 
And among women the addict was almost non- 
existent. Then, in 1934, American public morality 
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started to undergo a rapid and shocking transfor- 
mation. A new game was invented, called “Bingo.” By 
1940, Life could describe it as “America’s Number 


One indoor sport.” Good Housekeeping estimated that - 


it was then producing “several billions a year.” In 
1950, a survey published by the American Academy 
of Political and Social Science said that 26 million 
Americans played Bingo or engaged in other lotteries, 
in raffles, or in “pools” on the results of sporting events. 
This was more than a fourth of the adult population. 
In 1955, Science Digest classified gambling as “one 
of the major industries of the country.” It said that 
“most of the Bingo games are conducted illegally 
while the police ‘look the other way.’ ” In recent years, 
eight states, under pressure from the increasing army 
of Bingo enthusiasts, have legalized the game. 

What has caused this historic shift in public atti- 
tudes? Is it only the attractiveness of the game itself? 
To some, the game is slightly ridiculous. It is a. vari- 
ation on Lotto, which is useful for teaching children 
how to count. But most youngsters abandon it out of 
boredom before they are seven. It is the money in 
Bingo that makes the big difference. And Americans 
must no longer laugh at it. Christian Century has 
called it “a sword pointed at the heart of America.” 

In Bingo, as in Lotto, each player gets a card or 
cards, containing numbers arranged in parallel lines. 
As a number is called, the lucky ones who have it on 
their cards mark it. When a player has five such num- 
bers marked in a row, he shouts “Bingo” and collects 
a prize. Bingo has a special appeal (a) to limited in- 
tellects and (b) to people who are busy making a 
living. It takes less time than to gamble at a racetrack. 
And it takes very little thinking—probably even less 
than it does to play poker or to choose a horse. 





THEOLOGY 


’ BINGO 


ALL PROTESTANTISM needs is a little time. Many churches 
are soliciting funds in other dubious manners and it may 
well be that Bingo is on its way. The other day while 
traveling through one of our large cities, I saw a big sign 
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The game was invented by Edwin S. Lowe, who 
made a vast fortune out of manufacturing and selling 
supplies and equipment. But the rise of Bingo cannot 
be attributed solely to Lowe’s inventiveness. Rather, 
it is brought about by the men who actually operate 
the games and collect the “sucker money.” 

Last February, a Brooklyn grand jury said that “if 
you scratch the professional operator of gambling 
ventures, you find the narcotics peddler, the loan 
shark, the dice game operator, the white slaver and 
the murderer.” The jury attributed the bulk of or- 
ganized crime to such men. 

But the promoters of Bingo games, which are larger 
in the aggregate than all other forms of gambling, are 
not of this “criminal type.” Instead, they are mostly 
Roman Catholic priests—in New York, 85% of them. 

In the New York Times a few months ago, Robert 
Daley said that “Bingo has split Catholics and Protes- 
tants more thoroughly than any point of doctrine.” 


. No Catholic moralist, says Daley, has ever found the 


game anathema. Daley’s statement does not quite 
reflect the facts. The variation is not so much between 
Protestant and Catholic doctrine but between Catholic 
doctrine and Catholic practice. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia recognizes gambling as 
one of the worst vices in the world. Francis Emmett 
Williams, a former judge, an expert on gambling and 
its suppression, says that “no more concise condem- 
nation of promoted gambling can be found anywhere.” 
In at least five instances American Roman Catholic 
bishops have forbidden the game—at least nominally 
or temporarily—in their churches. No case has turned 
up in which a bishop has explicitly authorized it. 
When Giuseppe Cardinal Roncalli, now Pope John 
XXIII, was Archbishop of Venice, he expressed in- 


on a church, it read “Bingo Every Thursday Night, Holy 
Spirit Auditorium.” I assumed it was a Catholic church, 
until I turned the corner and discovered it was Pres- 
byterian. 

To the Christian who is a steward of all that the Lord 
has graciously given him, Bingo is out of the question. 
What we have been given in money and leisure time, the 
Lord asks us to use wisely and not to squander recklessly. 

Bingo’s lure is obviously the idea of getting “some- 
thing for nothing.” Yet Scripture teaches, “Keep your 
life free from love of money, and be content with what 
you have” (Heb. 13:5); “Those who desire to be rich 
fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and de- 
struction” (I Tim. 6:9). Christ Himself sternly warned, 
“Take heed and beware of covetousness” (Luke 12:15). 

(Continued on next page) 
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dignation at the proposal to establish a casino near 
St. Marks’. Last December Richard Cardinal Cushing, 
Archbishop of Boston, flatly opposed a state lottery 
as “morally dangerous.” 

The Cardinal’s statement drew enthusiastic praise 
from the Christian Science Monitor. But that news- 
paper politely disregarded the actual practices of the 
Cardinal and his subordinates. In December, 1954, 
Bill Davidson reported in Collier’s that in Cardinal 
Cushing’s state, “churches run illegal Bingo games, 
with the local police looking the other way, which 
are reminiscent of the uncontrolled horseracing days. 
Huge electric tote boards, chartered buses, newspaper 
ads, billboards, sound trucks, free food and gifts as 
inducements, patrons coming from miles away, 
and cash prizes totalling as much as $5,000 per night 
. . . There is irrefutable evidence that mobsters and 
professional gamblers have moved in on charity 
bingo.” 

Such illegal operations are not restricted, of course, 
to Massachusetts. Last November, Look said that 
“Bingo thrives throughout the country. . . . Police... 
seldom see the violation of the gambling laws.” One 
New Jersey priest testified that before Bingo was 
legalized in that state, his church had made $250,000 
out of the game. In fact, legalization seems to restrain, 
not facilitate, Catholic operations. It limits the size of 
the prizes, requires accounting of proceeds, etc. 

So far as has been discovered, only one priest has 
ever been prosecuted. This occurred at Hatley, Wisc., 
last year. Some local law enforcement officials went 
onto the lawn of the church to obtain evidence about 


the games. A riot ensued. One of the officers was 
carried out dead. The priest was fined $350. He was 
quite indignant about it. No other penalties were im- 
posed. 

To most Americans, gambling in church seems 
sacrilegious. But the American Catholic hierarchy has 
made the practice sacrosanct and protected it from 
all interference. When Governor Driscoll of New 
Jersey started to enforce the law, an archdiocesan 
official summoned 400 nuns and gave them for dis- 
tribution 250,000 copies of a circular urging election 
of a new governor. He said that “the interests of the 
Church would be better served” by Driscoll’s oppo- 
nent. At a later date, the election of Robert B. Meyner 
as governor was attributed mainly to his promise to 
legalize Bingo. 

The Bishops meet criticism of their gambling op- 
erations mainly with silence. Subordinate clerics oc- 
casionally answer, usually by (1) an appeal to the 
classic argument de minimis (“It is such a little thing”) 
or (b) by personal abuse of their critics. Thus a 
Milwaukee priest called Bingo “this innocent game.” 
A former editor of America, the Jesuit weekly, called 
it a “bourgeois pastime” and a “little shell game that 
ruins neither piety“nor morals, character nor fam- 
ilies.” He said that “the worst harm that Bingo causes 
is a sore throat.” 

Catholic vituperation against Protestants who op- 
pose organized gambling recalls the campaign which 
resulted in the repeal of Prohibition. A Jesuit editor 
called them “puritanic precisionists.” In Illinois, 
a monsignor referred to the “Calvinistic mentality of 





THEOLOGY OF BINGO 
(Continued from preceding page) 


Paul speaks of the Christian virtue of contentment in 
several epistles; Bingo is the antithesis of contentment. 
Scripture stresses “cheerful giving;’ Bingo stresses 
“greedy getting.” 

To the man who argues that Bingo is only a little 
luxury that any man can afford, the Bible replies: “If 
then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, who will entrust to you the true riches?” (Luke 
16:11). 

Bingo may well remind us of Jeremiah’s lament: “For 
from the least to the greatest of them, every one is 
greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, every 
one deals falsely” (Jer. 6:13). 

In brief, Bingo dissipates training and education, 
wastes energy and intelligence, undermines health, dis- 
courages thrift and promotes dishonesty and unreliabil- 
ity, reducing life itself to sheer lottery. 

As the Christian Advocate stated, “The desire to es- 
cape from personal boredom, or to raise funds for worthy 
causes, can never cancel out the fact that God expects 
us to be honest with Him, with each other and with our- 
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selves. We are not being honest when we seek happiness 
through escapism. Nor are we being honest when, in- 
stead of giving gladly, we find some ‘painless’ way of 
being generous.” 

When a church has to resort to gambling, it testifies 
to one of two conclusions. First, the heavenly hierarchy 
is bankrupt and cannot answer the prayers of its faithful. 
Second, the so-called faithful of earth are not really 
faithful and consequently possess a name which they 
have no right to bear. It would be the height of folly for 
anyone to give his soul to such an organization which 
has not the devotion to support its faith. 

Church history demonstrates that whether in the 
Catholic or Protestant branch, when priests and min- 
isters are really faithful to their calling and give their 
people the living bread instead of loaves of stone, there 
is no need to resort to this illegitimate, perverse form 
of highly questioned “devotion.” 

Any church that goes in for gambling, whether it be 
the high-pressure raffle for a high-powered car or the 
watered-down soup hopefully offered by the Ladies’ 
Aid, defiles and stains its garments. Such practices are 
not to His glory, and certainly are a poor advertisement 
for the devotion which we profess. (RLK) 
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exclusive righteousness.” Ave Maria called the en- 
emies of Bingo “bluenoses.” Dominic Hughes wrote 
recently in the Catholic Lawyer that such people are 
“part of the Anglo-American atmosphere which pro- 
duced the rigorous blue laws of the New Haven 
colony.” Our colonial forefathers he described as 
persons who “had turned from the serious business 
of religion to the religion of serious business.” 


MEANS TO AN END 


Sometimes the games are justified in a more pos- 
itive? way, as a means to: a desirable end. Father 
Hughes says that they “distract the person not only 
from the cares of life but from the concerns of lust, 
intemperance and other sinful passions.” But the prin- 
cipal positive justification is the use to which the gains 
of the games are put: the support of parochial schools 
and other parish enterprises. The Christian Century 
says that “the parish priest becomes involved in a 
paradox . . . attempting, as he truly believes he is, to 
keep God in education, he winds up promoting the 
cancer of gambling in society.” The New York 
Times quotes one observer as saying that “more than 
one pious old girl thinks the game was invented by 
Cardinal Spellman as a means of supporting the Cath- 
olic schools.” And in many places, without its pro- 
ceeds, the Catholic schools would go out of existence. 

Father Hughes says that these justifiable purposes 
of the gambling “make it morally permissible even 
though occasional accidental harm may result... . 
Such a project should not be condemned because an 
occasional mother neglects her own children to in- 
dulge an abnormal craving however and wherever she 
can.” But mothers with such cravings are not as 
“abnormal” or as “occasional” as Father Hughes sup- 
poses. According to William H. Parker, a California 
police chief, “many such women have been arrested 
lately, generally in connection with the delinquency of 
their children whom they have neglected in their in- 
satiable pursuit of the game.” With respect to New 
York, Daley says that women players “are often af- 
flicted with ‘bingoitis—they can’t get enough. Many 
make a regular circuit, St. Jude’s on Monday night, 
St. Paul’s on Tuesday, St. Thomas the Apostle on 
Wednesday, Good Shepherd on Thursday and Holy 
Naine on Friday. A few years ago, an organization 
called Gamblers Anonymous was set up in California. 
It is now being organized elsewhere. It operates like 
Alcoholics Anonymous. The vice it combats has a 
hold on its addicts that is very like that of alcohol. 

Many are corrupted who do not actually participate 
in the game. Virgil Peterson, operating’ director of 
the Chicago Crime Commission, has said that mass 
gambling under the guide of charitable organizations 
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is as socially demoralizing as any other. A police 
chief said that “if you get a police officer to turn his 
back on any form of illegal gambling, no matter how 
praiseworthy, he will soon become cynical of enforc- 
ing the gambling and vice laws generally.” A Brooklyn 
police inspector who refused to continue “winking” 
at parochial gambling law violations, was ‘demoted 
for “insubordination” and forced to resign. While run- 
ning for the United States Senate, District Attorney 
Frank S. Hogan—upon whose nomination Tammany 
had insisted because he was a Catholic—actually 
made a campaign address to 500 Bingo players whom 
he should really have had hauled away in patrol 
wagons. 

The odds against players are tremendous. It is au- 
thoritatively estimated that 50-80% of the money 
goes to the priest who runs the game. Players are per- 
mitted to win only often enough to keep their greedy 
instincts in a state of excitement, and to keep them com- 
ing back. This is immoral even under the standards 


- proposed by Sacred Theologian Hughes who says .that 


in such games there “must be an equitable distribution 
of the risk of loss and the hope of gain.” 


BINGO’S FUTURE 


What is the future of the Bingo racket and other 
forms of commercialized gambling? Hughes sees a 
rapid complete breakdown of resistance to them. This 
will come about either through open defiance of the 
law or through its repeal. And the open defiance, by 
its nature, leads to repeal. Hughes praises the policy 
of what he calls “selective enforcement?’ of the vice 
laws. His ideal district attorney is one who said he 
would not “make criminals out of clergymen.” This 
attitude seems to prevail amongst prosecutors through- 
out the country. The vice will continue to spread un- 
less this attitude is changed. Then, when the vice be- 
comes a common one, says Father Hughes, “when 
criminal statutes postulate moral standards of conduct 
which are higher than those of the community .. . 
sympathy for the accused inevitably causes such 
statutes to be nullified.” 

He is quite correct. People who attend the illegal 
games become partisans of repeal or non-enforcement. 
Female addicts have even been known to riot in pro- 
test. against enforcement. And they will campaign 
and vote for repeal. A vice pursued by a large 
minority cannot be effectively controlled by law. 

Is there any defense? Of course there is. The best 
strategy is to keep the Bingo-loving minority from 
increasing to a size where it threatens removal of 
legal restrictions. This means that non-Catholics 
have to bear a certain amount of clerical vituperation. 

(Continued on page 51) 
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PART Ill — What Is the World Coming To? 


What is the purpose of the Church today—to 
reform society? You'll find the answer in this 
lucid article. By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


HAT IS God’s purpose for the church? We need 
W. find out, in order that we may not work con- 
trary to it. 

A great New England preacher was once asked why 
he did not cooperate with Dwight L. Moody. The min- 
ister replied that he and Moody did not agree on the 
purpose of life and work. The minister looked upon 
the church as a great ship, sailing through stormy seas 
perhaps, but sailing on nevertheless in triumph, sure 
to come into port some day with all the world on board. 
He expected that all the earth would be Christianized 
and everyone brought under the domination of the 
gospel. Moody, on the other hand, looked upon the 
world as a sinking vessel, from which the church was 
to save as many souls as possible before the world 
foundered in great catastrophe. 

Obviously, it is impossible to harmonize these two 
points of view, so we need to examine God’s Word, in 
order that our purpose may be in harmony with His. 

First, we must find the exact meaning of the word 
“church.” The Greek word is ekklesia, and is formed 
by ek and kaleo. Ek means from or out of. Kaleo 
means to call. Ekklesia means called out of. 

Our English word church has many different mean- 
ings. For example, we might say, “The church is on the 
corner.” We would be speaking of a building. When we 
speak of the Anglican Church or the Roman Church 
or the Presbyterian Church, we mean a denomination. 
Again we might read: “While the world may have 
thought such things were right, the church has always 
taken .a different attitude.” Here the word means the 
church organization in general. The Bible never uses 
the word in any of these connections. 

Another usage is frequently found on the religious 
page of the newspaper, “There will be a union service 
in St. Paul’s Church with the minister of First Church 
presiding and the minister of Memorial Church de- 
livering the address.” Here the word means a certain 
congregation that meets in a specified place. The Bible 
sometimes uses the word in this sense. Paul wrote of 
the church in the house of Priscilla and Aquila (I 
Cor. 16: 19). He spoke of the churches of the Gentiles 
(Rom. 16:4). He also wrote “to the churches of 
Galatia” (Gal. 1:2) and other localities. 

But there ‘is one meaning so outstanding in the Bible 
that we can almost say that there could be no other. 
The church is spoken of as “the church of God” (Acts 
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20:28; I Cor. 1:2, 10:32) “the church of the living 
God” (I Tim. 3:15) and “the churches of Christ” 
(Rom. 16:16). In these cases, and wherever the Bible 
speaks of simply “the church,” God means that which 
He calls “His Body”—the spiritual Body of which 
Christ is the Head. It is composed of all who have be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus from the day of Pentecost 
until He will come again and take His own out of the 
world. 


FOREIGN TO GOD’S PLAN 


Never in the prophetic outline of the church age 
given in the Word of God do we find the church com- 
prising more than a fraction of the population of the 
earth. Never is the church spoken of as all-inclusive. 
Not one verse in the Bible teaches or even allows 
one to infer that the world is to be converted through 
the work of the church. 

The low spiritual condition of many churches today 
is due in large measure to the fact that leaders. have 
failed to recognize this truth, and have been seeking 
to accomplish purposes that are out of harmony with 
the plan of God. Many leaders, lay and clerical, are 
trying to “change intellectual currents of the age.” They 
are seeking “to transform the social and economic 
order.” Their aim is “to build a new civilization for 
children to be born into.” All this is foreign to the plan 
of God. 

When God creates new life within a man and joins 
him to the body of Christ—His church—that man is 
a new man. His life will reflect the life of Christ. His 
home will witness against the false and evil intellectual 
currents of the age. His family will seek to know Christ 
and meet the social and economic needs of those to 
whom they witness insofar as they are able. A truly 
Christian home provides the only environment where 
children can find the security needed to make them 
free of fear. This is the church in action—witnessing 
to the new life which God has given it, creating in the 
hearts of those who witness this miracle of grace, a 
desire for real peace, real joy, real life. 

But this is quite different from the spirit of some 
who seek to do this by planning and human effort apart 
from the miracle power of Christ in His people. One 
who claims to be a follower of Jesus Christ can only 
adopt the attitude of the Lord Jesus toward the age in 
which we live. Our Lord spoke in no uncertain terms 
about the intellectual currents of this world system, its 
civilization, its social and economic order. He said in 
John 15: “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 


_world would love his own: but because ye are not of 


the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you” (vss. 18, 19). 
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Note that the words “chosen out of the world” are a 
good definition of the church, ekklesia, which consists 
of those who are “called out of” the world. There is no 
word here of trying to change the attitude of the world 
toward believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. The attitude 
of the believers and that of the world toward the death 
of Christ is a fair touchstone of the order in which we 
live. Christ said, “You [believers] will weep and la- 
ment, but the world will rejoice” (John 16:20). 

Christ never hinted that there was any hope for this 
world. There is hope for believers, salvation for those 
who turn to Christ, but no hope for the unbelieving 
world. In John 17 Christ even refused to pray for the 
world! In His last great prayer, recorded in John 17, 
He said, “I have manifested thy name to the men 
whom thou gavest me out of the world, . . . I am pray- 
ing for them: I am not praying for the world, but for 
those whom thou hast given me. . . I have given them 
thy word; and the world has hated them, because they 
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world . . .” 


- (John 17:6, 9, 14). 


GOD’S WISDOM AND OURS 


Nowhere in the Bible is there any variation from 
this teaching. To learn God’s opinion of the “in- 
tellectual currents of the age,” all we need do is to 
read the first two chapters of I Corinthians. In chapter 
one God says: “The preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent.” 

Centuries earlier, God expressed this same thought 
through the prophet Jeremiah who wrote: “The wise 
men shall be put to shame, they shall be dismayed and 
taken; lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord, and 
what wisdom is in them?” (Jer. 8:9). 

And so the passage in I Corinthians concludes, 
“After that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. . . . Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men” (I Cor. 1:21, 25). 

God has also given us a picture of the moral order 
of this age. The Lord Jesus Christ stated expressly 
that neither circumstances nor environment has any- 
thing to do with the defilement of men; but defilement 
flows from the foul spring of the human heart. This 
same definite proposition underlies all Old Testament 
teaching. God says that the heart of man is incurably 
sick (Jer. 17:9). The psalmist cries out for the creation 
of a new heart (Ps. 51:10). The epistles confirm this 
teaching. The heart of man is described in the first 
chapters of Romans in terms that constitute the black- 
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est pages of all literature. John sums it up in his first 
epistle:—“We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lieth in the wicked one” (I John 5:19). 
Here we are told that satanic power holds this world 
system in its caress. The Greek word is that which is 
used elsewhere for the embrace of a prostitute and 
that is why we do not expect improvement in the so- 
cial and moral order of the world. In this age God’s 
purpose is not to improve the social and moral order 
of the world. God’s purpose is to form His church, the 
body of called-out ones. 

The Lord Jesus Christ taught clearly that we are in 
this age to sow the seed; that is, spread the gospel. 
But we are to expect only part of the seed to fall on 
good ground, that is believing hearts, and that the rest 
will not produce fruit. The fault is not with the seed, 
but with the hearts. Christ taught that Satan would 
plant counterfeit believers in the midst of true believers 
so that it would be difficult to tell the real from the 
false. It is not our business to judge the lives of men. 
The true and the false, the real and the counterfeit, 
grow together until the harvest, which is the end of the 
age in which we live. 


THE BIBLICAL DEFINITION 


The book of Acts contains a great definition of the 
church, and a great statement of the purpose of God 
for this age. The occasion was the first church council 
in history, at Jerusalem. Not all their deliberations 
are recorded for us, but the Holy Spirit has recorded 
what He deemed important and necessary. Speaking 
through the lips of James, He summed up a speech 
which Peter had just made:—‘“After they had finished 
speaking, James replied, ‘Brethren, listen to me. Sym- 
eon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people for his name’” (Acts 15: 
13, 14). “To take out a people for his name”—that 
is the perfect definition. 

Peter had been given the keys of the Kingdom by 
the Lord Jesus (Matt. 16:19). On the day of Pente- 
cost, by his presentation of the gospel to the Jews, he 
turned the first key and threw open the door of the be- 
lieving church to all Israel. Later, God told him to go 
to the Gentiles; so in the house of Cornelius Peter 
turned the second key when he preached the gospel 
to the Gentiles. Jew and Gentile were now free to 
enter. Henceforth the door was wide open and there 
was no further need of any keys. In the Jerusalem 
church council, the discussion centered around the re- 
lationship between Jew and Gentile. Some found it 
hard to believe that God had any place for Gentiles. 
They had forgotten God’s promise to Abraham that 
through him all nations of the earth would be blessed. 
James, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, defines 


the church as the body of called-out ones when he 
says, “God first visited the Gentiles, to take out of them 
a people for his name.” 

This is what God is doing today. He is calling out of 
the world Jews and Gentiles into this new body, the 
believing church. This is the universal spiritual body 
of born-again believers. 

Not only did the Lord give a definite picture of the 
intellectual currents and the social order of this age, 
but an historical parallelism. He told how things would 
be at His return. He described certain well known 
events of the past and said that conditions sur- 
rounding those events would be prevalent again at 
second coming. What events did He _ choose 
Times of blessing and happiness? Far from it! Hj 
exact words were these:—‘“As it was in the days ¢ 
Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of man. The 
ate, they drank, they married, they were given in m 
riage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, am 
the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise asi 
was in the days of Lot—they ate, they drank, th 
bought, they sold, they planted, they built, but on ft 
day when Lot went out from Sodom fire and brim 
stone rained from heaven and destroyed them all 
will it be on the day when the Son of man is revealed 
(Luke 17:26-30). “ 

Thus, if we are to be honest with our Lord and Hig 
Word, we must accept His picture of the time of th 
end, no matter how it conflicts with our own notion 
and theories. 

In the light of God’s Word, then, we must conclud 
that the age in which we live is definitely set again 
God and righteousness. Satan is the god of this a 
(II Cor. 4:4), and the prince of this world (John 1 
30). The intellectual currents and the moral and s¢ 
cial order of the world and this age in particular a 
fixed. Nothing can change them because “the mini 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not sub 
mit to God’s law, indeed it cannot, and those who ai 
in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:7, 8). God 
calling out a people from the world to believe His Wo 
that we are lost and that the death of Jesus Christ 
eternally satisfactory to God, even in view of His ju 
tice and holiness. . 

The final conclusion cannot be stated with too muc¢ 
frankness. We must be brutally frank to show Chri 
tians what God wants them to do in the midst of thé 
world. : 
First, they are to stop trying to bring the whole wor 
into the church. 

Second, they are to stop trying to change the curre 
of the streams of the social order. Instead, we are 
bear witness by our lives as well as by our words th 

(Continued on page 37) 






































PART V in the series of articles entitled WHY WE BELIEVE by WALTER R. MARTIN 


on E ‘5 RISEN What was the central truth of the 


early apostle’s preaching? What was the stimulus to the miraculous 
growth of the early church? What was the energizing force which 
spread the gospel across the face of the earth? The answer to all these 











questions is the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Unless we accept what the Scriptures teach regard- 
ing the resurrection, the entire Christian message dis- 
integrates. The whole thrust of the apostolic age was 
upon the fact that one quiet morning in an obscure 
garden man had vanquished his most feared enemy, 
the vaunted dark angel. Satan had defeated the first 
Adam in a garden ages before and with his victory 
there commenced the reign of sin and death over man- 
kind. But now in God’s appointed time and plan 
Satan met the last Adam in still another garden and 
“death was swallowed up in victory” (I Cor. 15:54). 

Unfortunately some people have treated the resur- 
rection as just another doctrine, a creedal statement 
to be accepted, rather than a logical and rational 
ground of personal hope. But to the apostles, it was 
the basis of hope amid intense persecution. 

The apostles based their teaching of a future resur- 
rection of Christians upon the validity of the resur- 
rection of the Messiah of Israel, “the firstfruits of 
them that slept” (I Cor. 15:20, 23). “As Christ rose,” 
they argued, “so will He call all men to physical life” 
or “as in Adam all die so in Christ will all be raised 
to life” (1 Cor. 15:22). 

Certainly Christianity is a creed to be believed, but 
it is also a life to be lived. And apart from the risen 
Savior the first becomes a hollow sham and the sec- 
ond a struggle to lift one by one’s own bootstraps. 

Unfortunately, too, some doubt the resurrection al- 
together. Since the resurrection predicates the mirac- 
ulous, it repels the rationalistic mind of man. When 
Paul preached it, he was mocked and scorned by the 
Greek philosophers of his day (Acts 17) and on an- 
other occasion madness was ascribed to him by Festus 
(Acts 26:24). So we should not wonder if all men 
today do not believe in it. 

Unfortunately there are also many who claim to be- 
lieve in the resurrection of Christ, but who deny a 
bodily resurrection. They claim that Christ’s resur- 
rection was spiritual. However, the only type of resur- 
rection which the Bible teaches is bodily in nature. 

In both the Hebrew and Greek, the term resurrec- 
tion always refers to the body, never to the immaterial 
nature of man (soul or spirit). 


TANGIBLE EVIDENCE 


There can be no doubt that our Lord anticipated 
rising in a physical form. On one occasion Christ 
stated, “You destroy this temple and in three days I 
will raise it up” (John 2:19). That our Lord referred 
to His body is clear from John’s remark, “He spoke of 
the temple of his body.” 

Christ proved His physical conquest of death by 
appearing in bodily form, bearing the wounds of the 
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cross. Thomas, who could not fathom the resurrection, 
demanded the “print of the nails” in which to put his 
fingers and the riven side in which to thrust his hand 
(John 20). When Christ offered his hands and side 
to Thomas as tangible evidence, the doubter became 
the worshiper: “My Lord and my God.” 

At another time Jesus faced His trembling disciples 
who were “terrified supposing that they had seen a 
spirit.” 

“And he said unto them . . . Behold my hands and 
my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 
And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his 
hands and his feet” (Luke 24:38-40). 

Here is no phantom or spirit, but here is the glorified 
God-man of prophecy, eternally risen from the grave. 
The Christ of the resurrection ate “fish and honey- 
comb,” He exhibited Himself to be examined, and He 
showed Himself alive “with many infallible proofs” 
(Acts 1:3). 

It was no mere spiritual resurrection; it was a bodily 
physical resurrection. 

In the light of these stupendous truths, it is no won- 
der that the cowards who forsook their master in 
Gethsemane becamg the conquerors of Pentecost and 
the apostolic age. Here were men. who dared to die 
because they had experienced incarnate life and knew, 
because He lived, they would live also. Those who 
saw the risen Savior were never the same again. 


PAUL’S TESTIMONY 


Paul alone calls 500 witnesses (I Cor. 15:6) to 
swear to the resurrection. Peter adopts it as his Pen- 
tecostal theme (Acts 3:22). John exults, “We have 
seen .. . and handled the Word of Life” (I John 1:1). 
Shoulder to shoulder with Stephen we can face the 
stones of an enraged mob, for Jesus is “standing at 
the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55) and in His pres- 
ence death loses its terror. 

Dr. Robert McCracken has pointed out that if 
Christ’s resurrection were not bodily, we could claim 
no more for Him than for any other good man: the 
survival of the soul. But because He alone triumphed 
over the grave as a man, Christianity is indeed unique 
and the resurrection its most unique characteristic. 

The Word of God emphasizes the necessity of be- 
lieving the historic doctrine of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. In fact, God has made eternal salvation 
itself contingent upon its acceptance. Were it not for 
this fact the church could possibly afford to be more 
flexible in this area. 

In I Corinthians 15 Paul taught, “If Christ be not 
resurrected [raised bodily] . . . your faith is vain, 
you are still in your sins.” (Continued on page 24) 
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And in Romans 10:9, he emphasized, “That if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

Those who challenge the physical resurrection of 
Jesus Christ generally hold to the “spiritual resur- 
rection theory.” Their theory is based on two argu- 
ments from Scripture: 


TWO ARGUMENTS 


1. In John 20 and Luke 24 where Mary Mag- 
dalene and Christ’s disciples failed to recognize the 
risen Savior, it is alleged that Jesus was a “spirit.” 

The key to understanding these passages is found 
in a most revealing phrase—“their eyes were holden” 
(kept from recognizing him or veiled, RSV, in Greek). 
He prevented them from learning His identity by an 
act of His divine will, until He had accomplished the 
purpose of stimulating faith in His identity and mis- 
sion. 

With Mary Magdalene, the mention of her name 
brought recognition. Under hypnosis today, a subject, 
having been given a post-hypnotic suggestion, can be 
prevented from recognizing a close relative. If man 
can do this by hypnosis, surely the sovereign act of 
God’s Son presents no barrier to intelligent faith. 
Christ merely willed that His disciples should not 
recognize Him. Although they beheld Him, they were 
incapable of understanding or perceiving that it was 
He. This does not teach a “spiritual resurrection” in 
the least. 

2. A second argument is based on four verses, 
three of which are in I Corinthians 15. These verses 
(44, 45, 50), speaking of the resurrection of a “spir- 
itual body,” are used to support the theory of a spir- 
itual resurrection. 

Although Paul uses the word “spiritual,” he at- 
tached the word “body” to it, indicating that it is not 
just a spirit being spoken of. Christ did have a “spir- 
itual body” or a glorified form which had changed 
even as we will be changed at His coming, but Christ 
was not merely a spirit. Our Lord had a body, a 
physical form possessed of certain spiritual character- 
istics or attributes which enabled Him to appear or 
disappear at will and to enter locked rooms. 

These facts explain I Corinthians 15:50, for Christ 
possessed no blood, only “flesh and bones” and His 
flesh itself had undergone a miraculous change (incor- 
ruptibility) so that He and eventually His Church might 
inherit the Kingdom of God. 

Verse 45—“The first Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit”—refers 
to Christ as a quickening spirit. Our Lord Himself 
enunciated this teaching when speaking of His au- 
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thority as a “life-giving spirit” (John 5:21). In John 
he declares His power to quicken whom He wills, 
Christ also connected this to the resurrection of 
all flesh (John 5:25-29), underscoring one of his 
functions as the incarnate Logos (John 1:1). 

The fourth verse used in this argument is I Peter 
3:19: “Having been put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit.” 

Does this teach a spiritual rather than a bodily 
resurrection? By no means. Romans 8:11 tells us that 
it was through the Holy Spirit that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was raised from the dead: “If the Spirit of Him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
shall likewise quicken your mortal bodies.” 

Even as the Trinity was present ‘in the incarnation 
and baptism of the Savior, so it was present in His 
resurrection. Christ stated, “I have power to lay down 
niy life and power to take it up again” (John 10:18). 
Peter confirmed that God the Father “raised up His 
Son Jesus from among the dead” (Acts 3:26). And 
in Romans 8:11 as well as I Peter 3:19, the Holy 
Spirit is the medium of our Lord’s conquest of the 
grave. 

Certainly the testimony of Scripture proclaims the 
doctrine of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


MORE THAN DOCTRINE 


But the resurrection is far more than just a doc- 
trinal proposition. It is the basic pillar upon which 
rests the hope of all Christians. Paul wrote, “If Christ 
be not risen from the dead, your faith is vain; you are 
still in your sins” (I Cor. 15:17). 

Christ was born, lived, suffered, died and was 
resurrected as a man and as man’s representative. 
Adam’s sin had barred man from his fellowship with 
a holy God, but the last Adam’s substitutionary sac- 
rifice for sin made possible full reconciliation to God 
and the restoration of that lost fellowship (Heb. 2: 
IT). 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that Christ through 
the incarnation and by His death purposed to “ren- 
der powerless” the one who possesses the power of 
death, that is the devil (Heb. 2:14). All this our 
Savior did that He might “deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lives subject to slavery” 
(Heb. 2:15). In human form God the Son was man- 
ifested; in human form God the Son suffered and 


_ died. And in human form God the Son was destined 


to triumph as a glorified man whose image the re- 

deemed of the Lord will one day bear (I John 3:2). 

Jesus Christ, the eternal Logos and incarnate Son, 

accepted forever the limitation of perfect human na- 

ture for the sake of our redemption and He retains for 
(Continued on page 51) 
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NEW for the five- to eight-year-old... 


Broadman’s LET’S SING ABOUT... albums —An entirely 
different concept in recordings for children, these albums 
feature a symphonic ensemble playing delightful music es- 
pecially for this particular age group. With narration and 
solos by Mabel Warkentin, each album tells and sings about 
a subject that has captured children’s imaginations for gen- 
erations. Exciting arrangements by Dick Reynolds weave 
the music into a- varied pattern—sometimes whimsical, 
sometimes dramatic as when the rolling kettledrums herald 
the approach of a spring cloudburst in ‘‘Let’s Sing About 
Seasons.”’ Each album is unique .. . all are outstanding 
contributions to the spiritual growth of their young listeners. 


LET’S SING ABOUT CREATION 
LET’S SING ABOUT CHRISTMAS 
LET’S SING ABOUT EASTER 
LET’S SING ABOUT SEASONS 





NEW for nursery-age children 


SONGS FOR TINY TOTS For parents and those who work 
with nursery-age children, this hinged 45 rpm album contains 
seventeen brand new songs. Its primary purpose is to teach 
the songs to adults so that they might, in turn, teach them to 
the children. Mabel Warkentin is the soloist and Sally Parker 


plays the lovely harp accompaniment. 4 | 98 
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by H. I. Hester 
and J. Winston Pearce 
Publication date, October 9. 
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tie Bell Allen o directly from his heart to yours. $2.00 


SHEPHERD Ages 5-8 NEW... much needed Songbooks 


ie Bell Allen 
SONGS FOR FUN AND FELLOWSHIP 
: «a _ = edited by William J. Reynolds and Cecil McGee 
A collection of 55 folk songs, spirituals, religious cho- 
ruses, nonsensical songs, rounds, action songs, and hymns 
which can be sung and enjoyed by old and young alike. 
Single copy, 35c ; 50 or more, 30c each 


Order from your favorite bookseller SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS 
Nashville 3 compiled by William J. Reynolds 


BROADMAN PRESS Tennessee An enchanting collection of 46 Christmas hymns and 


carols. The old is here—songs that are familiar and others 
less familiar. The new is here also, songs to be learned 
and loved. 85c 
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Here is real ‘tie-in’ help with 
the International Sunday School Lessons 
for the next two quarters. 


f pages 
it ZZ... 


BROADMAN FILMS BRINGS YOU FOUR 
OUTSTANDING FULL-COLOR FILMSTRIP SERIES 


CHRISTIAN SERVICE SERIES Each series is made up of four filmstrips that present, through 
by graphically illustrating the courageous outstanding photography, one central event in the first-century 
easter eo mnciiseapaleo niga einem crusade to carry the teachings of Christ to all men. 
each filmstrip in this series sets forth 
the basic truths of effective Christian service. 
Such as! Have Chosen Vessels 
Power to Serve Men of Good Report 


PERSONAL WITNESS SERIES 

Four hard-hitting presentations of the 

great need for personal witnessing and the 
gratifying results of witnessing in a 

Christian's life. Some of the witnessing 
experiences of Paul and Philip are related. 
Witness to the World Witness to Agrippa 
Witness to an Ethiopian Witness to Samaria 


HOW TO BE SAVED SERIES 

An unusually effective method of explaining 
the plan of salvation. The conversions of 

Saul of Tarsus and Cornelius are shown 

as well as the controversy in Antioch that 
ended in a debate in the church at Jerusalem. 
AlLost Pharisee A Lost Soldier 

A Lost Jailer A Lost City 





Witness:-to an Ethiopian 


TRIUMPHANT FAITH SERIES 

A particularly moving series that depicts 
some early Christians of steadfast faith 

who sought the will of God and were blessed 
with happy and triumphant lives in spite 

of adversity and persecution. 


Crown of Righteousness 
Finding God’s Will This They Believed 
If God Be For Us 


Filmstrips are available with 
recorded narration. A nar- 
ration guide is also pro- 
vided free with each film- 
strip. 
Filmstrip without recording, 
$5.00 
Recording (containing nar- Witness to the World Witness to Samaria 
ration for two filmstrips), 
$2.00 
Each series of four film- 
strips with recordings, 
$22.50 me 


®, 2 


BROADMAN FILMS “= 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 


Order from your audio-visual supplies dealer 
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SUPPLIES FROM BROADMAN 


: for your church... 


BROADMAN ALUMINUM LORD’S SUPPER SERVICE Tray and 
Grace and dignity will be added to every observance of the Lord’s Pog 
Supper with this handsome, lightweight service. Available in finely Base 


polished or scratch and stain resistant anodized aluminum. Bread plate 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
REGISTER BOARDS 
Use these boards to expedite : 
your Sunday school reports, to ae 
keep members aware of Sunday s ENROLMEN 8 4 | 
school progress, and to challenge . ATTENDANCE 
them to enlist others. anAY 5 8 3 
These boards are available in aanepeyneiea 
light or dark oak-finished wood, tate phat 4 Q 4 
in mottled brown metal finish, or . . 
in masonite in black with white OFFE G 
fleck or white with black fleck. TODAY S 9 9 6 
Each board accommodates seven 5 : 
slides and sets of numerals. Fur- . 4 5 g 
nished with a set of 17 slides and 
6 sets of numerals. 
Wooden, 18x28 inches $12.50 
Metal, 18'4x27'% inches 8.50 
Masonite, 18x30 inches 6.50 


BROADMAN 
HYMN BOARDS 


Everyone will get the page number every time when you use this 
handy board to announce hymns. Made of seasoned oak in light or 
dark finish. Comes with “Hymns” slide and 4 sets of numerals. $8.00 


Order from your religious supply store 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 


Polished Anodized Stacking Polished Anodized 


$12.50 $15.75 bread plate $ 6.75 $ 
6.50 8.75 Bread plate 
5.65 7.50 cover 5.50 
3.75 5.65 Offering plate 6.00 


BROADMAN CHURCH 
FINANCE RECORD SYSTEM 


This new church finance record system 

is efficient and timesaving. You enter each 
member's contributions just once, and 

yet you have three quarterly statements 
to mail and a permanent statement for 
church files. There is no extra work in 
mailing the statements because the address 
at the top of the statements (typed just 
once) serves as the mailing address when 
used with the special window envelopes. 
Learn all about this new system in... 


THE CHURCH FINANCE 

RECORD SYSTEM MANUAL 

by J. Marvin Crowe 

The church finance record system, 
covering every phase of records keeping 
for the church, is explained in 

complete detail. 


For information and prices on the 
Broadman Church Finance Record System, 
see your bookseller. 


9.00 


7.25 
7.15 





SUNDAY 
SCHOOL’S 
NUMBER 1 

ENEMY 


By WARREN FILKIN 


HAT IS the biggest obstacle to bigger and better Sunday schools in 


America? 
ee That is the question that a gifted young college student put to me some 
00 days ago. I hesitated to answer. Students expect perfection in their elders, 
even if they do not produce it themselves. 
28 All over the country, hundreds of Sunday schools are achieving less than 


75 
their best. They are frequently smaller than they need to be, and are doing 


poorer work than they ought to do. What is the reason—if there is one basic 
reason? What is the solution—if there is a solution? 

Of course, I hesitated to answer his question. But I gave him an answer: 
“the lethargy of the people.” 

How do you account for the deadening lethargy that makes less than the 
best the standard in many a church and Sunday school? 

I asked Norman Townsend, for years one of the most successful Sunday 
school builders in our nation and a seasoned pastor in his own right, how he 
accounted for the lethargic attitude of many people toward the Sunday 
school. “I believe it is the unawareness of the pastors of the value of a thriv- 
ing Sunday school to the total church program,” he answered. 

Townsend blamed the seminary training these men received Encourag- 
ingly most seminaries today are giving more emphasis to the Christian edu- 
cation phase of the church’s ministry. But often the student as well as the 
seminary is at fault. He may have come to the seminary to learn to preach, 
and so he is interested only in subjects which appear to him to bear on that 
phase of his work. But when he gets out into his church field he is likely to be 
writing back to his Christian education professor to find out how to do the 
work where he is. The Greek, the Hebrew, the theology, the philosophy, 
which he felt were so important—and they are tremendously important—do 
not help him in putting on a program worthy of his church or of his Lord in 
the community. 
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The pastor is the key to a thriving Sunday school. 
When the pastor is aware, the people become aware. 

How can you help pastors sense the value of a thriv- 
ing Sunday school? Pastors who sense the important 
place teaching had in both the Old and New Testament 
periods will work out ways of multiplying teaching op- 
portunities in their churches, and will themselves 
take an active part in the work. They will no longer 
be satisfied to throw the burden of the teaching min- 
istry of the church upon the shoulders of a few sin- 
cere, conscientious, but untrained, men and women 
of their church. They will acknowledge that the work 
of teaching is as much a part of their total ministry 
as is the work of marrying, burying, baptizing, and 
visiting. 

When pastors sense that the Sunday school is 
their greatest agency for discovering, contacting, teach- 
ing, evangelizing, soul-winning, church growing, and 
so for sending out the gospel to the ends of the earth, 
they will begin to shoulder their responsibility here. 
They will recognize that this is not optional but im- 
perative. 

But the unawareness of the pastors to the value of 
the Sunday school is only one factor in the problem of 
lethargy. 


WAITING TO BE LED 


Another factor is the unwillingness of the people— 
and the pastors—to do as well as they know to do. A 
book salesman was trying to sell a farmer a set of 
books on better farming. “This set of books will make 
you twice as good a farmer as you are now.” The 
farmer said he did not need the books. “I’m not doing 
half as well as I know how to do as it is,” he explained. 

This is often the situation. Why aren’t people do- 
ing more? Sometimes they are waiting to be led, wait- 
ing to be shown how and when. 

It is the churches that are organizing for study, or- 
ganizing for training of teachers, organizing for vis- 
itation, organizing for evangelism, that are—other 
things being equal—getting the job done. Jesus asked 
a question in a parable one day. “Why stand ye here 
idle all the day?” The answer was, “Because no man 
hath hired us.” There are many persons in many 
churches whose service could be enlisted for Christ 
in the interests of the Sunday school if those in charge 
took the trouble to organize to do what all agree should 
be done. 

How can you grow a bigger and better Sunday 
school? Follow these principles. Discover your respon- 


The author is professor of Christian education at North- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago, and author of 
“When Time Is Too Short” (ETERNITY, July ’58). 
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sibilities—through community canvass, through check- 
ing on new arrivals in a community, through asking 
those who are now in attendance for names of their 
relatives and friends who are good prospects. 

Then enlarge the organization. No school will likely 
double its size permanently with its present class and 
department structure. We divide to multiply, like the 
amoeba. So start new classes and departments. Grade 
the entire school, including the adults. Then enlist 
and train new teachers and officers. Step up the vis- 
itation program. Win the last one in every age group. 
These are some of the steps in Sunday school en- 
largement. 

But all of this involves work, hard work. A pious 
smile and a prayer to the Lord to “save many lost 
souls here” are not enough. The job of contacting 
and cultivating people for Christ is not God’s. job but 
man’s job. Any failure to reach people for Christ is 
human failure, not divine failure. 

And many otherwise well-meaning persons are un- 
willing to give of themselves to the extent that they 
will pay the full price of reaching people for Christ 
through the Sunday school. It means more hours of 
study than they have put in heretofore. It means 
general study and «specific study. It means better 
lesson planning, so as to gain the sort of outcomes 
that are needed. It means more out-of-class contacts 
with the members of each class as individuals and as 
groups. 

It means that no one will any longer be satisfied to 
reply, “I’m just a Sunday school teacher,” for to be a 
successful Sunday school teacher, or officer, involves 
not only prayer and consecration, but hard work and 
much time in planning, preparing, studying, visiting, 
and in actual working with the members of the class 
throughout the week. This means more work than 
some up to now have been willing to put out for 
Christ in their Sunday school. They have been willing 
to serve Christ with their spare time and energy. They 
are willing to have any glory for serving Him if it does 
not cost too much. But real service for Christ comes 
high, and lip service is cheap. 

There is another factor which undoubtedly is a 
bigger factor than many evangelicals care to ac- 
knowledge. It is the lack of insight into the place of 
promotion, publicity, and advertising in the economy 
of God in His program among men. 

Churches with thriving, growing, expanding Sun- 
day schools utilize as many of the means of adver- 
tising as possible. They utilize direct mail, paid 
advertising space in local newspapers, tags, posters and 
buttons. They prepare news releases and feature 
stories every week for the local newspapers. They 
organize for visitation. 
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The world has never made a beaten 
path to any door that just waited for 
the people to come. Indeed, as George 
Sweazy, in Effective Evangelism, com- 
ments, “It was never true of mouse- 
traps and it is not true of churches.” 
There is nothing that will take the place 
of man-to-man contact when it comes 
to Sunday school enlargement. 

Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins in Building 
Better Churches stresses the importance 
of publicity and promotion in a striking 
way: 

Perhaps the sensitive minister 
will shrink from the inclusion of 
publicity and promotion as a defi- 
nite part of his responsibility. Is 
there not something incongruous 
in the use of means associated with 
the things of the world in the car- 
rying on of the church enterprise? 

Other institutions may utilize 
publicity and promotion as ad- 
juncts to their main business, but 
the business of a church and its 
minister is that of publicizing and 
promoting. 

Another factor that contributes to 
the lethargy of many churches toward 
a growing Sunday school is the notion 
that quality and quantity do not go 
together. Of course we want good 
teaching, and we ought to have it; we 
must have it. But nothing challenges 
workers to improve themselves and 
their work as much as a growing en- 
tolment in Sunday school. 

There is another factor which is 
likely much more important than any 
of us would care to estimate. It is 
the most disturbing of all the facts 
mentioned. When a student in a cer- 
tain seminary found himself out of 
sympathy with the relatively conserv- 
ative theological position of the school, 
he transferred to a city in the north 
where he found a theological climate 
more to his liking in which to pursue 
his graduate studies. 

Later on when he was visiting some 
of his old friends in the seminary he 
first attended, one of them commented, 
“Well, Sam, I suppose they are con- 
siderably more liberal up there than 
we are down here.” 

Without a moment’s hesitation Sam 
answered, “Oh, now, fellows, we be- 
lieve all you really believe.” 

It was a challenging and disturbing 


indictment. Did the fellows in this 
conservative school really believe 
what they affirmed? Many persons 


who would insist upon a most con- 


‘servative theological base do not really 


take their theology seriously. If peo- 
ple out of Christ are really eternally 
lost, if there is no other name under 
Heaven given among men whereby 
men may be saved, if God is depend- 
ing upon believers like these to make 
Christ known, then these professing 


(Continued on page 37) 
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NOT JUST ANOTHER CONFERENCE! 


A much needed emphasis on practical 
Christian living on the spiritual plane 


ALL ONE IN 
CHRIST JESUS 


MID-AMERICA KESWICK 


For further information write: 

REV. ALAN REDPATH, Chairman 
Mid-America Keswick 

108 North Dearborn, Chicago 2, Ill. 
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@ 
“why should I listen to The Bible Study Hour?” 


answer... IT WILL STRENGTHEN 


YOUR WORK 
AND WORSHIP 
IN YOUR CHURCH 


Whatever your place in your church 
... the faithful, prayerful study 

of God’s Word will equip you to 
fill it better. 


Committee member . . . class presi- 
dent... minister... Bible 
teacher . . . Sunday school superin- 
tendent ... youth leader... member 
of the congregation... your 

work for Him grows, and your 
worship of Him deepens, only as 
your knowledge of Him 

increases. The verse-by-verse studies 
on The Bible Study Hour will 
help you increase that knowledge. 


hear Donald Grey Barnhouse 
and The Bible Study Hour 
Sundays on the National Broadcasting 


Company radio network and other stations. 
See your newspaper for time and station. 
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Communist China cracks down on Christian fellowship 


American Red Cross returns to Bible method of respiration 
Congo Catholics seek change of mission policy from Vatican 


Fellowship Forbidden 


In China today unauthorized fel- 
lowship among believers is a crime 
against the state. Even prayer in a 
home at the end of a pastoral visit is 
forbidden, according to Miss Helen 
Willis, recently come out of Shanghai. 


For almost 10 years under Com- 
munist rule, Miss Willis had courage- 
ously carried on a Christian book- 
room in Shanghai. She was _ finally 
arrested at the end of last year. She 
went through a month of intense ques- 
tioning but was not imprisoned, and 
after about three months was finally 
brought to trial and ordered to be de- 
ported from the country. Miss Willis 
was an independent Canadian mis- 
sionary. 

Perhaps the Communists have re- 
alized that the most effective means 
of undermining the witness of the 
church is to destroy the fellowship 
between believers. From the days of 
the early church Christians have con- 
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship and in breaking 
of bread and in prayers. Sometimes 
the fellowship has been forced under- 
ground but as long as believers have 
been able to pray together the vital 
testimony of the church has been 
maintained. It is this witnessing fel- 
lowship of the church which is now 
threatened in China. 


Up to about a year ago Christians 
were able to meet in private homes 
for prayer. But the fellowship between 
believers had already suffered greatly 
through the accusation meetings in 
which Christians were forced to ac- 
cuse both themselves and their friends. 
One pastor had 400 criticisms made 
against him and these were posted up 
all around the church. If a Christian 
was active in his witness for Christ, 
politically-minded members of the 
church would organize a campaign of 
criticism, charging him with rightist 
tendencies. He would then be made 
to confess his sins and if this was not 
satisfactory would very likely end up 
in prison. One student was called upon 
to criticize a very fine pastor, but 
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Biola moves campus of three schools to suburbs 





absolutely refused, and as a result was 
subjected to great difficulties. Another 
Christian broke down under the strain 
of continual criticism and finally com- 
mitted suicide. 

Many of the keenest Christian 
young people of today, including 40 
graduates of one evangelical Bible 
school, are now in prison or labor 
camps, sentences to from 5 to 10 
years. No one knows when he will be 
arrested and in the days when the 
young people were able to meet for 
fellowship, they would often say as 
they separated, “Perhaps we shall meet 
‘inside’ next time.” Many have re- 
joiced to suffer for Christ’s sake, like 
the girl who stretched out her hands 
for. the handcuffs saying that she was 
not worthy of such an honor. 

How shall we pray for our friends 
in China? Let us remember first the 
children from Christian homes. Many 
Christian parents must be heart-broken 
as their children are indoctrinated in 
materialism and are taught to accuse 
their own parents. 

Secondly we must pray for the few 
churches which are allowed to remain 
open. Their pastors have been through 
long courses of political indoctrina- 
tion and all their preaching is closely 
supervised. They are often told what 
they are to preach and it is very diffi- 
cult for them to declare all the coun- 
sel of God. Many Christians no longer 
feel it is profitable to go to church. 
Some true believers and church work- 
ers have broken down under the strain 
and have denied their Lord or grown 
cold in the faith. Let us in love bear 
them before the Savior who perfectly 
understands and would say to them 
as He said to Peter, “I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not.” 

Finally we must constantly remem- 
ber those who are suffering, many of 
them in prison. It is well known that 
Wang Ming Tao suffered a mental 
breakdown. He was under a tremen- 
dous strain for a long period with 
two people in his cell night and day 
questioning him. After signing the 
confession which was later published 
he kept on beating his breast saying, 







“I am Judas,” and later “I am Peter.” 
Finally Mrs. Wang went to the au- 
thorities and told them that they had 
not changed their views and that they 
did not agree with the confession that 
had been signed. As a result both of 
them were sent back to prison again. 


Method Is Bible Method 


All across the country, in news- 
paper and magazine articles 
through public service advertising . . . 
in safety bulletins from civic and rec- 
reafional organizations . . . the “new” 
method of artificial respiration was be- 
ing proclaimed as this year’s swim- 
ming season splashed merrily along. 

The American National Red Cross 
had announced that it was abandon- 
ing pulmotors, manual respiration and 
other methods in favor of direct 
mouth-to-mouth breathing into the 
lungs of unconscious shock or drown- 
ing victims. It had earlier (1957) de- 
cided that the mouth-to-mouth method 
was better for infants and small chil- 
dren, and this year—in a supplement 
to the Red Cross First Aid Textbook 
—announced that it was recommend- 
ing it for adults as well. 

But the Red Cross quite honestly 
admitted that the “new” method was 
not exactly original with them. In fact, 
they pointed to the fact that this 
method is referred to in the Bible. In 
II Kings 4:34 and 35, in the account 
of Elisha’s reviving the Shunamite 
woman’s child, the Bible says: 

“And he went up, and lay upon the 
child, and put his mouth upon his 
mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, 
and his hands upon his hands: and 
he stretched himself upon the child: 
and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 
Then he returned, and walked in the 
house to and fro; and went up, and 
stretched himself upon him: and the 
child sneezed seven times, and the 
child opened his eyes.” 

In using the Elisha-Red Cross meth- 
od, a rescuer should: 
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1. Remove foreign matter from the 
mouth of the victim. 

2. Tilt the victim’s head back so 
that the jaw juts out. 

3. Assume a position like Elisha’s 
—placing his mouth over that of the 
victim, and either pinching the vic- 
tim’s nostrils shut or pressing them 
shut by his cheek. When it can be 
done, as in the case of small children, 
the rescuer should open his mouth 
wide enough to cover and seal both 
the nose and mouth of the victim. 


People in the News 


Wilbur Nelson, “Morning Chapel 
Hour” broadcaster, has resigned as 
pastor of Grace Church, Huntington 
Park, Calif., for full time radio work 
and an evangelistic ministry. . . . 
George Bolton, pastor and director of 
New York’s Bowery Mission for 17 
years, died recently of a heart attack. 
... A. W. Tozer, pastor of the South- 
side Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance Church in Chicago for 30 years, 
has resigned to devote more time as 
editor of the denominational magazine 
“The Alliance Witness” and to Bible 
conference ministry. . . . John Dunkin 
has resigned as president of the San 
Francisco Conservative Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, because “he is out 
of harmony with the direction of the 
school.” . . . Miss Alma Doering, a 
pioneer woman missionary to the Bel- 
gian Congo, founder of the Unevan- 
gelized Tribes Mission and of the St. 
Petersburg D & D Mission Homes, 
died recently at the age of 80. . . . Joe 
Weatherly, Youth for Christ leader in 
India and Singapore for nearly a decade, 
has been named Overseas Director of 
Gospel Films, Inc. 


Biola Moves 


“It reminds me of the children of 
Israel leaving Egypt,” Dr. Samuel H. 
Sutherland, president of the 50-year- 
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old Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
Inc., stated, as he surveyed the school’s 
current move to its new campus in 
La Mirada. 

“The Israelites, according to the Bible, 
had 400 years to collect and assemble 
belongings. We have had only 50 years 
in downtown Los Angeles, yet it seems 
there is a multitude *of materials that 
must be moved.” 

The big move is planned for Sep- 
tember. More than 700 young people 
will be in training in the three schools 
to be run concurrently on the campus. 
These schools include the three-year 
Bible institute, the four-year Biola 
College, and the three-year graduate 
Talbot Theological Seminary. The 
fourth school of the organization, the 
Biola School of Missionary Medicine, 
will continue to operate in downtown 
Los Angeles, due to its proximity to 
the hospitals in which the students 
work and receive part of their training. 


Catholicism in the Congo 


A group of native Roman Catholic 
political leaders of the Congo sent the 
Pope a message complaining that 
Catholic missionaries still keep natives 
in a condition of total servitude “to 
insure their adherence to the faith.” 
They recalled acts of violence last 
January when numerous convents were 
attacked. Approximately a million dol- 
lars worth of Catholic mission property 
was then destroyed. 

The protesting Catholics said that 
the missionaries had “consistently set 
the interests of Belgium and Belgian 
politics above those of the Church.” 
They added that “our faith is losing 
ground.” 


Protestant Infiltration 


The leader of the Sinarquista move- 
ment of Mexico announced that its 
representatives had conferred with 
Cardinal Jose Garibi y Rivera about 






combatting “Protestant infiltrations” 
into Mexico. The Cardinal estimates 
that 2,000,000 Mexicans have been 
converted to Protestantism. 

The Cardinal’s views were to be 
“transmitted to all Catholic prelates, 
priests and laymen. The Sinarquista 
movement is a nazi-fascist type organi- 
zation that flared up in violence during 
World War II, then lost its legal status 
as a political party. The conference with 
the Cardinal gave rise to apprehension 
that the group might be revived. 


Spain and Protestants 


As Officials of our government, of 
private banks, and the International 
Monetary Fund and the Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation 
were completing arrangements to pour 
another $375 million into the bank- 
rupt economy of Fascist Spain, Father 
Loyola Lawrence Knodlauch returned 
from that country to his home in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

He minimized the problem of Prot- 
estant persecution. He said, “I won’t 
say that Protestants shouldn’t have 
more freedom. But the state is con- 
cerned with preserving Spanish unity, 
and that unity is based on Catholic- 
ism.” 

However, the clergyman observed 
that “there is no more of a Protestant 
problem in Spain than there is an Es- 
kimo problem in Panama. There might 
be a few Eskimos in Panama, but 
there is no demand for special legis- 
lation for them.” He did not suggest 
how he would feel if Catholic Es- 
kimos in Panama or elsewhere were 
forbidden to attend mass in public. 


Hugo and the Index 


The Vatican officials in charge of 
the Index, which decides what books 
may not be read by Roman Catholics, 
has just admitted Victor Hugo’s famed 
novel, Les Miserables, to the list of 
works which Romanists may read. Fol- 
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CHOOSE YOUR OWN ORPHAN. 


IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN ORPHANAGE 








Think of It! Only $8 a Month 


You may select your own child from the pictures above and become a sponsor of one of these 
dear Korean orphan children. Each one has a heartbreaking story. For instance, number 1A Kim 
Jung Ja was born in Seoul April 5, 1949. In 1950 the Communists kidnapped her father and he has 
not been heard from since. The same year our bombers killed the mother! Neighbors rescued the 
child and fled to the South. 


After various experiences she was brought to our Garden of Eden Orphanage in Pusan, which 
is in desperate need now. Each child is waiting to have an American “Daddy and Mommie”! 
For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, 
Ladies Group, etc., will help bring Christ to your chosen boy or girl and train him to be a 
Christian leader in Korea. This $8 provides all the needs of the child, including the school tuition 
which is not free in Korea. 


The ESEA is caring for over 2000 orphans, war widows and children of lepers. Many more are 
in desperate need, homeless, cold and hungry. Help us expand our 28 Homes. Most of them are 
Presbyterian. Each one is a real Christian institution. All Staff and Board members are earnest 
Bible believing Christians. Korea’s severe winter is near. Will you help us so that we may take 
many more children off the streets and into our Homes? Write or phone NOW! 


( YES | want to “adopt” an orphan for one year. My choice is Number........ If this 
child has already been adopted, | agree to support another whom you will select. 
With God’s help | will send $8 a month. Please let me have my child’s name, picture, 
address and story. | understand | may continue after one year if | wish to. SEND 
FULL PARTICULARS. ’ 


C) ft cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by giving $..................0-2000- 


C) Please send me further information. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
A Non-Profit Corporation 
Dept. E-10, 4848 North Leonard Drive 
Telephone: Gladstone 6-6181 


Chicago 31, Illinois 
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lowers of the Pope may not read any 
other novel of Victor Hugo, especially 
Notre Dame de Paris. The latter work 
contains too much historical truth to 
suit Rome, for some of the great evils 
of that Church are shown in clear 
light. 

Les Miserables may be read only in 
a special edition to be published by the 
Church with notes and explanations, 
Even this edition is not to be read by 
children or adolescents. Les Méiser- 
ables is probably the greatest novel 
ever written, and should be read by 
everyone who has a mind. Notre Dame 
is to be preferred to almost any Ameri- 
can “best seller,” and will give any 
thinking person a clearer view of some 
of the abuses of Rome. (DGB) 


Mormons Dedicate College 


The Church of Jesus Christ, Latter 
Day Saints (Mormon), recently dedi- 
cated a new $3.2 million church col- 
lege in Hawaii. The college itself has 
some 20 buildings with accommoda- 
tions for more than 1,000 students. It 
is situated on 6,000 acres purchased 
by the Mormons in 1865. 

As the Mormons invade the major 
mission fields of Asia, this new under- 
taking is a reminder to alert Christians 
to the Mormon missionary advance. 
(WRM). 


Ceylon Bars Christian Officials 

No Christian can become the In- 
spector General of Police in Ceylon, 
according to a statement by the nation’s 
premier, S.W.R.D. Bandarnaike. Five 
deputy inspectors general, all Chris- 
tians, were bypassed in naming the new 
inspector general. Premier Banddran- 
aike reportedly told all the deputies that 
only a Buddhist could be appointed to 
the post. 


By the Side Door 

Although the State Department 
notified the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations some months ago 
that it opposed even the holding of 
hearings on a proposal for establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican, that Committee has now 
published statements urging such ac- 
tion from persons described as “some 
of America’s most distinguished 
former diplomatic officers.” 

Whether distinguished or not, their 
names were concealed. Since they are 
“retired” those names will probably 
never be known. The proposal is to 
appoint not an ambassador but a 
charge d'affaires because that can be 
done without the approval of Congress, 
and to provide expenses out of funds 
appropriated for other purposes. 
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course. There is a full program of athletics in eight different sports. 

By maintaining a balance between the religious, academic, and 
recreational activities the School aims at a harmony of purpose. 
By intelligent application of this Christian program, in both 
administration and teaching, Stony Brook is making a distinctive 
contribution to American education. 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 


For a Catalogue and Further Information 
please address Director of Admissions, Dept. 40 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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ical. Hallett says of it, “In some of 
the 102 canons on discipline which 
the Council passed, the enmity against 
Rome and the west which at last led 
to the schism clearly betrays itself.” 
Trullo also listed all the authorities 
that were binding on the Church and 
omitted all the Papal decrees! This 
Council permitted marriage of priests 
and deacons and bitterly contrasted 
Roman practice with that of the Scrip 
tures. The existing Pope (Sergius I), 
because the Emperor was occupied 
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substituting for it a council of 879, in 
which the council of 869 was con- 
demned. Recent research (and this is 
admitted by Hallett) shows that Pope 
John VIII accepted the decrees of the 
council of 879, including the council 
of 869. This thoroughly nullifies the 
present Roman pretention to the in- 
fallibility of the Popes and the infall- 
ibility of the councils. 

All the councils to this time took 
place in the East, and no conferences 
took place after the Fourth of Con- 
stantinople for more than 250 years. 
By now the dark ages were spreading 
their blackness over the West. Rome 
was affirming with greater and greater 
arrogance her primacy over the whole 
church. 

Since the Lateran Councils of the 
12th and 13th centuries marked the 
increasing claims of Rome and the 
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increasing tensions between East and 
West we must treat them in some de- 
tail. This is all the more important as 
the 20th century council which Pope 
John XXIII has called is said to have 
as its principal object the healing of 
the breach with the Eastern Church. 

9) The First Lateran Council, 
1123. This marked a step in the great 
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a stroke and became paralyzed. He is a living corpse. We have 
two wonderful little children, but we are now helpless immigrants 
in the land of Israel. 
arrived and brought tears to the eyes of my paralyzed husband. 
My dear children were so happy with the wonderful food you 
sent us, and now we know that the Lord has not forgotten us.’’ 
It is such Hebrew Christians, 
unemployed, the bewildered and the hungry whom we must shep- 
Please send your gift to help our ministry 
amongst the poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, 
the aged Hebrew Christians and the babes in Christ. 
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at the end of four years. 
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good accommodations and food, practical training in 
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struggle between Church and State for 
the investiture of bishops. In this 
council Emperor Henry V agreed to 
leave the choice and consecration of 
prelates free, while the Pope agreed to 
allow the elections to be held in the 
presence of the Emperor, who also re- 
tained the right of decision in contested 
elections. 

10) Second Lateran, 1139. One 
thousand prelates met to settle a con- 
flict over the election of two claim- 
ants to the Papal throne. The evils 
of the Church can be seen by their 
decrees against priestly corruption, 
simony, adultery, etc. 

11) Third Lateran, _ 1179. This 
council ordered that future Popes 
should be elected by a two-thirds ma- 
jority, and passed sentence of excom- 
munication on anyone who accepted 
the Papacy on other conditions, as 
well as on those who supported him. 
Further laws were passed against sim- 
ony, clerical fornication, and intercourse 
with Saracens and Jews. 

12) Fourth Lateran, 1215. This 
was probably the most imposing of all 
the Councils of history, although the 
forthcoming council will probably sur- 
pass it, due to the existence of 
modern methods of radio, television, 
photography and modern press meth- 
ogs. The representatives of Frederick 
II, Emperor of Germany, of Henry, 
Emperor of Constantinople, of the 
kings of England, France, Aragon, 
Hungary, Cyprus, Jerusalem, and of 
other princes, 412 bishops, 800 ab- 
bots, many representatives of many 
absent bishops and chapters, were 
present. 

The council issued 70 decrees, at- 
tempting to strengthen discipline and 
to enforce the primacy of Rome. The 
Bishop of Constantinople was made 
the first of the Eastern patriarchs, 
and the Greek rites and jurisdiction 
of other patriarchs were fully ac- 
knowledged. At the same time the 
Council condemned the Greek prac- 
tice of rebaptizing children already 
baptized by Latins, and of washing 
altars to mark their defilment if they 
had been used by Roman priests. The 
Council also proclaimed again the 
supremacy of Rome. This is the first 
council that legislated on the sacra- 
ments, and here, it was stated for the 
first time that the bread and the wine 
of the mass are “transubstantiated.” 
In this same year the barons of Eng- 
land were wringing the Magna Carla 
from King John at Runnymeade. 

13) First Lyons, 1245. There was 
practically a war between the Papacy 
and the German Empire. Frederick 
had been excommunicated by the Pope 
and replied by seizing Rome and driv- 
ing out the Pope. The Pope fled to 
Genoa and then to Lyons, where he 
summoned all kings, princes and pre 
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investment worry, expense and pos- 
sible loss. 


® You get a big income tax deduc- 
tion and your income is largely tax 
exempt. 


® You get the joy of sharing in the 
American Bible Society’s work of 
bringing the Gospel to people every- 
where in their 
own language. 
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lates to a general council. The council 
is memorable for a long speech made 
by the Pope on the opening day in 
which he enlarged on the five wounds 
of Christendom,—1) the sins of the 
higher and lower clergy, 2) the su- 
premacy of the infidels in the Holy 
Land, 3) the condition of the Latin 
emperor in Constantinople, 4) the 
excesses of the Tartars in Hungary 
and 5) the oppression of the Church 
by the Emperor Frederick. The Pope, 
at the council’s request, solemnly re- 
newed against Frederick the sentence 
of excommunication, deposed him 
from his office and absolved his sub- 
jects from allegiance, authorized a 
new election to the empire, excom- 
municated all who should serve him, 
whether as emperor or king. The bish- 
ops dashed their candles to the 
ground, in token of assent. There was 
real war between the church and state 
for five years. Frederick died in 1250 
and there was calm. 

14) Second Lyons, 1274. The 
Popes were still “in exile” in France. 
This council had delegates from the 
East who desperately needed money. 
A tax was imposed by this council 
on all benefices in favor of the East. 
The Greek ambassadors arrived and 
the Romans insisted on the western 
form of the mass. This council passed 
rules to speed Papal elections. The 
cardinals were to meet ten days after 
the Pope’s death, in whatever town 
he died, and were to be strictly se- 
cluded “in conclave” from the outer 
world. Their rations were to be di- 
minished after the first three days, 
and diminished still further after eight 
days if their business was yet unfinished. 

15) Vienne, France, 1311. This 
presents another mark in the crass 
struggle for power between the Popes 
and the secular rulers. This council 
condemned the Templars, an order of 
French knights which began as de- 
fenders of the faith but which de- 
veloped into a very strong contender 
for economic control and for sover- 
eign supremacy. The Papacy, with its 
grasp for absolute power could not 
tolerate such a movement and dis- 
solved it. Much later when a similar 
band—the Knights of Columbus— 
was organized the Jesuits gained com- 
plete control of its every facet. The 
French kings, on the other hand, ob- 
tained some freedom from Papal con- 
trol through the council of Vienne, 
which their successors never lost. The 
fantastic vices of the “black” monks 
and nuns, who indulged in the wild- 
est orgies, were also condemned, al- 
though the immorality of the clergy 
was little mitigated at this time. 

(Dr. Barnhouse will discuss the re- 
maining ecumenical councils in the 
December issue of ETERNITY Mag- 
azine.) 
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STEREO 


CAROUSEL 


Buy one of these Word Stereo 
Albums at the regular price of 
$4.98, and get a second of your 
choice for only 98c. 


WST-8001-LP—Count Your Blessings, 
White Sisters 
WST-8002-LP—Official “Youth - for - 
Christ”, Choir and Band 
WST-8003-LP—Paul Mickelson Plays 
The Conn Classic Organ 
WST-8004-LP—Over the Sunset 
Mountain, Pearce and Anthony 
WST-8005-LP—Singing, Ronnie Ava- 
lone 
WST-8006-LP—Moments of Inspira- 
tion, Bill Mann 
WST-8007-LP—The Lord’s My Shep- 
herd, Bill Pearce 
WST-8009-LP—My Song, Dick An- 
thony. 
WST-8010-LP—Resplendent Themes, 
Paul Mickelson 
WST-8020-LP—Showers of Blessing, 
Radio Choir. 


Ask Your 
WORD RECORD DEALER 
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Hebrew Chr welling on a 
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miserable street whose name, 


lated, is “The Sad Street”. 

Many, many other children like 
these live on the “sad” streets of 
cities on both sides of the Iron Cur- 
tain. What must be the heartache 
of their parents, not to be able to 
provide the things their children 
need for normal, healthy growth! 
What joy when through your com- 
passion we are enabled not only to 

send them food and clothing that 
bring back health and exuberance 
to these shadowed young lives, but 
also to bring to them the glorious 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

, The health and happiness of these 
children is our sacred trust. Will 
you share it with us? 
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“There Is Strength in 
Christian Faith” 


A TAPESTRY OF BEAUTY 


THE SONGS of 
FANNY CROSBY 
CHRISTIAN FAITH 
WOMEN’S CHORUS 

All the Way @ Blessed As- 
surance @ To God Be the 
Glory @ Safe in the Arms 
of Jesus @ Saved by Grace @ He Hideth My Soul 
@ Redeemed @ Though Your Sins Be as Scarlet @ 
Near the Cross 


No. 1321—$3.98 


AMERICA’S PREMIER 
BIBLE STORYTELLER 


ETHEL 
BARRETT 
Stories Vol. 2 
(Youth & Adult) 
2 
WAITING FOR CHARLIE 


Stereo $-121—$4.98 


e 
| HAVEN'T TIME 
s 





Two poignant, purposeful, dramatic stories with a 
timely message for Christian living. 
No. 7079—$3.98 
(Write for new Christian Faith catalog) 


Hear these recordings at your Christian Record 
Dealer, or order from— 


CHRISTIAN FAITH RECORDINGS 
Box 667-F Reseda, Calif. 








For FAFF use IN Your CHURCH! 
~NEW FILMSTRIP 
“JOHNNY, DON’T DO THAT” 


In full color and sound, you'll see the 
spiritual development of an appealing, 
normal boy, through a truly Bible-Centered 
Sunday School program. You'll see how 
his changing needs were met with Gospel 
Light’s LEARNING-LEVEL® Bible Les- 
sons. Order this inspirational film now— 
it’s ideal for your next teaching staff or 
ce — church meeting. 


- i 
Dept. G 
Glendale 5, reseed or Mound, Minnesota 
Please send for FREE use in our church: “Johnny, 
Don’t Do That” filmstrip with sound on () 33% | 
LP record or [1] tape. Date needed: 1st choice 
, 2nd choice a 
1 understand that a Sample Book Set is included | 
for our review. 
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‘RECORD REVIEWS 


VOCAL 

The Lord’s My Shepherd. Bill Pearce 
with the Concert Orchestra of London. 
Orchestrated and Conducted by Paul 
Mickelson. WORD-3063 LP. $3.98. 
Lord, | Want to be a Christian; Turn Your Eyes 
Upon Jesus; Some Day He’ll Make It Plain; 
When There’s a Rainbow; Jesus, the Son of 
God; O Perfect Love. Side two: Security; Gen- 
tle Jesus; No One Understands Like Jesus; O 
Sacred Head; Satisfied; The Lord’s My Shepherd. 

Bill Pearce is a great favorite with 
many hymn-lovers, myself included. I 
think the reason for his success is that 
he understands, perhaps better than any 
other artist in his field, the secret of 
projection of text and mood. 

Few if any singers could set forth 
the hymn, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus,” 
with the charm and intimacy that he 
gives it. And this record contains other 
equally effective examples of his signal 
ability in this type of singing. 

If he is not so successful in songs 
with larger climaxes it may well be be- 
cause his voice is a light one and 
doesn’t lend itself to “big” singing. I 
believe, actually, that much of his effec- 
tiveness in maintaining the feeling of 
intimacy and immediacy in everything 
he does is due to his mastery of micro- 
phone technique. 

The orchestral accompaniments by 
Paul Mickelson are very well done, as 
is always the case when this excellent 
musician’s name is listed. 


Blessed Assurance. Claude Rhea, tenor, 
with the Dick Anthony Choristers, Gil 


Mead, organist. WORD 3073 LP. 
$3.98. 
Blessed Assurance; Precious Lord, Take My 


Hand; Sweet Hour of Prayer; When They Ring 
the Golden Bells; The Old Rugged Cross; 
Higher Ground, He Lifted Me. Side two: Blessed 
Redeemer; I Won’t Have to Cross Jordan Alone; 
Thine Lord; Just When I Need Him Most; 
There is a Balm in Gilead; Sing Me a Song of 
Jesus. 


Of God I Sing. Bill Carle, bass, with 
orchestra conducted by Les Barnett and 
choirs under the direction of Doris 
Akers and Audrey Meir. RCA Victor. 
LPM-1945. $4.98. 

Of God I Sing; Saved by Grace; The Circuit 
Ridin’ Preacher; Follow Me; Lord Don’t Move 
the Mountain; Room at the Cross for You. 
Side two: Until Then; Some Golden Daybreak; 
I Cannot Fail the Lord; So Send I You; I Am 
Persuaded; Nearer, Mv God, to Thee. 


Moments of Inspiration. Bill Mann, 
tenor; Paul Mickelson, organist. WORD 
3061 LP. $3.98. 
Above the Hills of Time; The Stranger of Gali- 
lee; Only a Touch; Just for Today; I Never 
Walk Alone; Here’s One. Side two: Blessed As- 
surance; My Jesus, I Love Thee; Jesus, Rose of 
Sharon; O Lord Most Holy; When I Kneel 
Down to Pray; I May Never Pass This Way 
Again. 

Three more very good vocal records 
have come to my attention this month, 
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Reviewer Robert Elmore 


and for those who like dressed-up 
hymns, these can be heartily recom- 
mended, along with that of Bill Pearce. 
There must be an enormous public for 
this sort of thing, since so many re- 
cordings of this type are constantly be- 
ing released. I feel a bit like a voice 
crying in the wilderness, when I reiter- 
ate my wish that some of these good 
voices could be applied to music of 
more profound artistic and spiritual im- 
port. 

It is not that I don’t enjoy a fine 
hymn well sung by a dedicated soloist, 
I do. Nor is it that I don’t appreciate 
some of the very elaborate instrumental 
and choral arrangements that form the 
accompaniments for many of | these 
hymns. I love them, in their place, and 
I deeply respect the muscianship of the 
artists who make these arrangements. 

But there is so much more to music 
tMan just this. I don’t want the readers 
of this column to subsist on a diet of 
musical cream-puffs any more than I 
want you to go to churches where you 
hear only cream-puff preaching. There 
are heights and depths of both spir- 
itual and artistic truth and they can 
and should go together. 

But to come back to the three rec- 
ords listed above, I can recommend any 
or all of them in their place. Rhea has 
a good tenor voice with a certain 
quality of charm which is delightful. 
Carle has a fine bass voice and sings 
with vitality and drive which are in- 
fectious. The album notes say that he 
“has been acclaimed as one of the great 
bass singers of today.” I hope that in 
his next recording, RCA will give him 
material to sing which will enable him 
to prove this. And Bill Mann has a 
very pleasing light tenor quality. 

All the voices are good; they all sing 
with conviction. And the accompani- 
ments are fine, with an especial nod to 
Mickelson’s good organ playing on the 
Mann record. 


DICTION 
Psalms read by Tex Ritter, with music 
by Kathryn Julye. Capitol T-1100. 
Psalms 1, 8, 15, 19, 23, 24, 30, 42. Side two: 
Psalms 43, 98, 100, 121, 130, 137, 150. 

Ritter reads these beloved psalms 
with simplicity and sincerity. Perhaps 
the very fact that he doesn’t attempt 
to over-dramatize them adds to their 
effectiveness. His voice is pleasing, his 
manner sincere, and perhaps that is 
enough. The majestic words practically 
carry themselves. 

The musical accompaniments are €X- 
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pressive and very well done, written by 
Miss Julye who also plays the harp 
parts. Besides the harp a flute (is it an 
‘alto flute?) is heard, and also occasional 
jpercussive effects, such as cymbal and 
bells or triangle. The general effect is 
that of rhapsodic improvisation on 
Hebraic themes and is, I would say, 
just exactly right for its purpose. 













The New, Complete 


One-Volume Bible Commentary 


MISCELLANEOUS 
nore 
A Thousand Tongues to Sing. Music at 
Moody. Word 7003/2. LP. $7.96. Don- 
Lu ald Hustad and Robert Carbaugh, Con- 
ao. ductors. Robert Rayfield, Organist. 
ICE, First Record: How Firm a Foundation; Twenty- 
- for Third Psalm (Malotte), Women’s Glee Club; 
Te- O Sacred Head (Hassler), Handbell Choir; How 
 be- Great Thou Art, Moody Chorale. Side Two: 
oice Intermezzo (Symphony VI, Widor) , Robert Ray- 
iter- field, organist; Now I Belong to Jesus, Women’s 
00d Glee Club; O Praise the Name of the Lord 
« f (Tschaikowsky), Moody Chorale; Holy, Holy, 
. Holy. Second Record: Great Is Thy Faithful- 
| im- ness; Ding Dong Merrily, Handbell Choir; Hymn 
Prelude: Rock of Ages (Bingham), Robert Ray- 
fine field; Forward to Christ (O’Hara), Men’s Glee 
ist Club. Side Two: Alleluia (Mozart), Women’s 
ciate Glee Club; Dialogue Sur la Trompette et le 
sntal Cromorne (Couperin), Robert Rayfield; Beau- 
. tiful Saviour (Christiansen), Moody Chorale; 
. the Hallelujah Chorus (Handel’s Messiah), Oratorio 
= Chorus. 
an 
f the = . 
cate. This is a remarkably fine two-disc al- 
d bum which, while undoubtedly designed 
aa to appeal to the many Moody alumni all 
— over the world, should interest many 
‘ 1 others as well. A wide variety of music 
“ is performed and all of it is done very 
abe: well. It is cause for rejoicing that Mr. 
‘heté | Hustad and his associates are maintain- 
spl | ing very high musical standards in 
cal | Moody Bible Institute. 
rec- F 
1 any Wheaton College Centennial Album. 
. has Word 3084. LP. $3.98. 
Ttain Sing We Merrily Unto God Our Strength 
atful. (Shaw), Chapel Choir, Rolf Espeseth, director; 
sings Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach), Men’s Glee 
e i Club, Clayton Halvorsen, director; One Day 
at he (Chapman-Marsh), Ladies’ Glee Club, Mignon 
great Bollman Mackenzie, director; The Nutmeggers 
at in (Osterling), Concert Band, Russell H. Platz, 
him lirector; Peaceful Evening (Debussy), Ladies’ 
his Glee Club; Crucifixus (Bach), Chapel Choir; 
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven (Andrews), 
las a Men’s Glee Club. Side Two: La Fiesta Mexicana 
’ (Reed), Concert Band; O Bone Jesu (Pales- 
| sing trina), Men’s Glee Club; Gloria in Excelsis Deo 
pani- § (Bech), Ladies’ Glee Club; Born of the Spirit 
od to (Espeseth), Chapel Choir; Death, I Do Not Fear 
n the Thee (Bach) , Chapel Choir; Allon Gay (French), 
Chapel Choir; Our God is a Rock (Davis), 
Ladies’ Glee Club; Now Thank We All Our God 
(Latham), Concert Band. 
music Another very fine college album illus- 
. trating the really excellent work done at 
le two: | Wheaton. This record will have an 
appeal far beyond the usual alumni 
salms organizations. The four conductors here 
thaps | represented seem to share a fine feeling 
tempt | for musical proportion and phrase shap- 
thet Ting, so that the album may be 
g, his warmly recommended on purely musical 
hat 1 J grounds. Moody and Wheaton, so close 
tically ft each other geographically, are also 
of one mind in being devoted to high 
re €X- | musical standards. 
RNITY | October 1959 


















| “The entire volume breathes 
an atmosphere of freshness, 
of new approaches, of the 
enthusiastic desire to get at 

the meaning of the text.” ; 


1199 Double-Column Pages 
7.95 
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Buy one of these Word Stereo 
Albums at the regular price of 
$4.98, and get a second of your 
choice for only 98c. 


WST-8008-LP—Choral Praises, Bay- 
lor University Chapel Choir 
WST-8011-LP—I Heard The Bells, 
Del Roper 
WST-8012-LP—Take God Along, 
Camp-of-the-Woods Band 
WST-8013-LP—Meditation at Dawn, 
Vol. II, L. Charles, C. Morris 
WST-8014-LP—Let Not Your Heart 
Be Troubled, Flo Price 
WST-8016-LP—Les Barnett Plays 
Hymns of Fanny Crosby 
WST-8022-LP—Blessed Assurance, 
Claude Rhea 











AT YOUR { 

BOOKSTORE fL__ — J 

EERDMANS ¢ GRAND RAPIDS 
ON CALL 


by Lois Rowe, R.N. 


New, unique devotional book. 
Beautiful gift for a nurse. $3.50 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS, Chicago 10 


WST-9001-LP—Music of the Episcopal 

; Church, Cathedral Choir 

WST-9002-LP—The Cathedral Organ, 
Alec Wyton 


Ask Your 
WORD RECORD DEALER 
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Bible Study 


Helps 


COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE — By Jamie 
son, Fausset and Brown. Critical and explanatory 
comments on every verse in the Bible. The most 
popular of all verse-by-verse commentaries. Un- 

ualed in value for preachers, Sunday school 
teachers, Christian workers and Bible students. 
1347 large 2 column pages. 634” x 10” $7.95 


FAUSSET'S BIBLE ENCYCLOPAEDIA AND DICTION- 
ary — By A. R. Fausset. A complete Bible Dic- 
tionary and Bible Encyclopaedia, all in one large 
volume. Complete and unabridged edition, al- 
phabetically arranged for ready reference. 600 
illustrations. 753 large 2 column pages “oS 


934,” 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE — This fine 
book makes it easy to locate desired Scripture 
verses. It includes more than 200,000 references 
to the King James and the Revised Version. Con- 
tains a section on Scripture. proper names. 783, 
2 column pages. 514” x 814” $3.95 


SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY — By William Smith. 
This is a thoroughly revised and up-to-date edi- 
tion. One of the best and most complete available. 
Contains over 400 illustrations. 818 pages 


© ZONDERVAN PUBLICATIONS © 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 
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A LIVELY SUBJECT 


Many Cooks and a Tasty Broth 


REVELATION AND THE BIBLE. Edited 
by Carl F. H. Henry. Baker. 412 pp. 


$6. 


Reviewed by Warren C. Young 


This volume is made up of 24 essays 
written by evangelical scholars from 
different countries. 

As might be expected, there is some 
overlapping, which reminds the reader 
that he is not reading a unified work, 
but rather, 24 essays. Yet, underlying 
each, one always senses a motive—to 
convince the reader of the truth of ver- 
bal inspiration. At the same time one 
wonders if the authors really mean the 
same thing when they deal with this 
central theme. 

The chapter, “The Phenomena of 
Scripture,” is particularly significant. 
How are we to approach the Bible as 
evangelicals? Shall we view it as an 
ark too sacred to touch or question or 
shall we engage in critical explora- 
tions? Too often, the author feels, con- 
servatives have adopted the former 
policy and left the exposing of the 
problems to the liberals. Dr. Everett 
Harrison does not bother to mention 
that to the closed mind there are no 
problems—except those created by the 
heretics! 

The author rightly insists that “the 
only healthy attitude for conservatives 
is to welcome criticism and be willing 
to join in it. No view of Scripture can 
indefinitely be sustained if it runs 
counter to the facts.” He recognizes 
that if the Bible is the Word of God, as 
it claims, it will be able to stand the 
test of all reasonable scrutiny. He 
closes with an appeal for sympathetic 
understanding among Christians who 
may not agree on these matters. 

Ernest F. Kevan in “The Principles 
of Interpretation,” tries to shift the 
emphasis from the words as such to 
the “grammatical meaning of the 
words.” Words convey meaning only 
in proper order, structure, and con- 
text. Is this not a veiled shifting of the 
problem of inspiration from the words 
to the message? If so, is not the em- 
phasis really on conceptual rather 
than verbal inspiration. Many con- 
servatives would support strongly this 
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particular kind of approach, although 
probably not all. 

Several articles on the nature of 
revelation open the book. G. C. 
Berkouwer has a fine essay on the na- 
ture and need for special revelation. 
Probably no contemporary evangelical 
theologian is more aware of trends to- 
day than Dr. Berkouwer. His approach 
to theology is -always fresh and re- 
freshing. 

Gordon H. Clark deals with the 
vexing question of “Special Divine 
Revelation as Rational.” His argument 
is on the whole good and often quite 
convincing to the Christian, although 
he may be. found difficult to follow at 
times (probably due to our natural 
opaqueness ). 

Two questions, though, we~ would 
like to raise for future treatment in 
more developed form. Does Dr. Clark 
mean that the Bible is rational if one 
first grants its revelational character, 
or does he mean that it is rational 
per se? Secondly, does the making of 
an irrational claim deny the laws of 
logic? The point is this. In order to 
make a fanatical statement or write an 
irrational theology one must still use 
the laws of logic. The form of a state- 
ment must conform to the laws of 
logic but the content may present (and 
often does) a fanatical belief. One, in 
turn, judges a belief as fanatical, ir- 
rational, etc., by his own rational un- 
derstanding. Does one, for example, 
deny the laws of logic when he makes 
such a statement as “Jesus Christ was 


THE BEST OF ‘59 
Next month, ETERNITY’s book 
reviewers select for our read- 
ers the ten most significant 
religious books of the year. 


both God and man.” Could not the ar- 
gument of Dr. Clark be applied with 
equal validity to the evangelical as well 
as the neo-orthodox? 

There is little doubt that scholars of 
varying points of view will recognize 
this volume as a worthy effort. It 
should find wide use in the teaching of 
the doctrine of revelation. Further- 
more, it makes known to all the grow- 
ing weight of the evangelical cause and 
should convince many that evangeli- 
calism has some scholars to be reck- 
oned with in the years to come. It is the 
best effort of cooperative evangelical- 
ism in recent years. 


The reviewer is professor of Christian 
Philosophy, Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Chicago; and author of “Chris- 
tian Approach to Philosophy.” 


THE CROSS ON THE MOUNTAIN. 
Sherwood Eliot Wirt. Crowell. 129 
pp. $2.75. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


From the dusty tradition of the cat- 
acombs to the devastating boredom of 
réutine daily living, Sherwood Eliot 
Wirt has brought the Beatitudes from 
the Sermon on the Mount to us in The 
Cross on the Mountain. The Beati- 
tudes are presented not as anemic 
platitudes to be piously babbled, but as 
vital principles which are to undergird 
arduous living. With a literary style 
that sparkles with illustrations ranging 
from classic philosophy to hillbilly wit, 
Sherwood Wirt makes the Beatitudes 
live. 

Filled with evangelical fervor mani- 
fested in practical living, this book 
should encourage each true believer to 
embark on a daily adventure in vital 
Christian living with his Lord. Its 
merit is that it shows us how to in 
filtrate the world with spiritual integ- 
rity rather than retreating from it into 
the blight of separatism. This book 
should be read, it should be digested, 
it should be lived with profit. 


THE BROKEN WALL. Markus Barth. 
Judson. 277 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Kenneth Kantzer 


In this volume the distinguished son 
of the still more famous father, Karl 
Barth, gives us the fruitage of his 
careful exegesis of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians. As might be expected, the 
volume is not-so much a commentaly 
as a “Tract for the Times.” In this it 
stance we have a carefully elaborated 
set of principles by which the author 
hopes to stir up his fellow Christians 
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to a more effective presentation of the 
gospel. 

Markus Barth wrote this volume at 
the request of the Division of Evan- 
gelism under the American Baptist 
Convention, and his work displays the 
character of a practical manual for 
evangelism. 

The evangelical who carefully traces 
through Barth’s argument with an 
open mind will discover much to 
warm his heart. This is not a book on 
evangelistic gimmicks or techniques. 
“The crucial questions in evangelism,” 
Barth lays down at the very beginning, 
“are theological and demand theolog- 
ical answers.” Pervading the entire 
work are a deep sense of the tragic 
nature of sin, the lost condition of 
men apart from Christ, the boundless 
grace of God available for man 
through Jesus Christ, the necessity for 
regeneration and personal faith in 
Christ, and above all, the unqualified 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as the God- 
man and as the sinner’s only ground 
for eternal hope. 

The discerning reader will also find 
afew surprises as he reads through the 
book. According to Barth, the test of 
whether Christian communities today 
are living as true members of the body 
of Christ may be determined by their 
attitude towards the Jew. Again, faith 
is defined as faithfulness not in the 
sense that it resulis in obedience but 
that it consists of obedience and love 
to our fellow men. One of the greatest 
obstacles to evangelism, we learn, is 
the dreadful preaching that unbe- 
levers are condemned to an eternal 
hell. In the concluding pages of his 
volume Markus Barth presents the 


clearest exposition in print of his 
“solden mean” between Universalism 
(all are saved) and _ particularism 


(only some are saved). 

The volume is well written, free 
(except for the preface) from Ger- 
manisms, and throughout easy to read. 
Its value is increased by the inclusion 
of an extensive Bible index of pas- 
sages discussed in the text. 


The reviewer is professor of theology, 
Wheaton College. 


A SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF 
THE OLD TESTAMENT. Robert Dick 
Wilson. Revised and Edited by E. J. 
Young. Moody. 192 pp. $3.25. 


Reviewed by Walter R. Martin 


E. J. Young and the Moody Press 
are both to be commended for the re- 
vision, editing and publication of a 
true classic in the field of Old Testa- 
ment research and textual criticism. 
It provides an unanswerable apolo- 
getic for the veracity and inspirational 
claims of the Old Testament record. 
Dr. Wilson, formerly professor of 
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Theology at Princeton and West- 
minster Serminaries and a master of 
45 languages and dialects, dissects the 
higher critical arguments against the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch 
and gives scholarly ground upon which 
to base an effective defense of the Old 
Testament. 

Young points out that, despite a 
lapse of some 35 years and consider- 
able archaeological findings, Wilson’s 
conclusions remain valid and un- 
changed. 

Young brings the original volume up 
to date (Dead Sea Scrolls, etc.,) with 
an interesting introductory chapter, 
relevant footnotes and appendices. 
Where he disagrees with Wilson on 


comparatively minor issues, we wish 
he had omitted interpreting or apolo- 
gizing for Wilson’s views. But apart 
from this lapse into subjectivity, the 
book and the revisions are excellent. 

In essence then, the book answers a 
number of prominent liberal objec- 
tions to the Old Testament account. 
Wilson plays in a very real sense a 
game of scholastic hopscotch on the 
liberal squares and the outcome is 
never in doubt. 

The concluding paragraph of the 
book sums up the thrust of Wilson’s 
goal as a teacher and Christian 
scholar and bears repetition: 


“We need not and do not fear the 
truth about the Bible. We welcome 





PACKED WITH DATA 


History Passes in Review 


ILLUSTRATIONS FROM _ BIBLICAL 
ARCHAEOLOGY. D. J. Wiseman. 
Eerdmans. 112 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Francis R. Steele 

The field of biblical archaeology is 
becoming increasingly popular. Oc- 
casionally a book on the subject ap- 
pears which is both scholarly and 
acceptable to the evangelical Chris- 
tian public. The present volume is an 
outstanding example, for Wiseman is a 
keen Christian and a qualified archae- 
ologist. 

He has selected 117 highly pertinent 
illustrations which are accompanied 
by a remarkably lucid yet brief ex- 
planatory text. More significant data 
is packed into this small book than in 
many others much larger. Two espe- 
cially helpful full-page tables trace the 
development of the cuneiform script 
and our own alphabet illustrating one 
of the major ties between our present 
civilization and its antecedent in the 
lands of the Bible. An unusually full 
bibliography, chapter by chapter, and 
an index at the close of the book will 
enable the reader to study special 
topics further. 

In spite of its general excellence, 
however, at four points a word of 
criticism is required. Firstly, the al- 
leged physical evidences of the bibli- 
cal Flood recovered by Woolley at Ur 
are fictitious and should have been 
clearly labelled as such or omitted al- 
together. Not only are the physical 
traces at Ur relatively insignificant in 
themselves, they can have no bearing 
whatsoever on the biblical account. 
This false “evidence” has misled Chris- 
tians for too long already. 

Secondly, no encouragement should 
be given to the belief that any pres- 
ently known ziggurat bears any rela- 
tionship to the biblical Tower of 


Babel. The biblical account relates an 
event at least 2000 years before these 
ziggurats was constructed. Further- 
more, the origin—a low platform— 
and development of the ziggurat has 
been traced from its beginnings around 
3000 B.C.; considerably after the bibli- 
cal event. In short, there is nothing to 
tle identification. The idea was first 
suggested by adverse criticism which 
rejected the historicity and antiquity 
of the biblical record. In the light of 
present evidence, it need no longer be 
considered. 

Thirdly, most evangelical scholars 
reject the identification of the “Daniel” 
in Ezekie] 14:14, 20 and 28:3 with the 
literary figure known from Ugarit. 
There is no justification for Ezekiel 
linking a pagan legendary figure with 
two respected historical, biblical per- 
sonages (Noah and Job), and no geed 
for it. Ezekiel and Daniel were con- 
temporarjes in Babylon. 

Fourthly, the date for the Exodus 
is not considered by biblical scholars 
as finally settled. In general, Old Tes- 
tament scholars incline toward the 
early date (ca. 1400 B.C.) as requied 
by the internal biblical evidence, while 
archaeologists prefer the late date (ca. 
1290 B.C) which they believe squares 
better with external historical evi 
dence. But the matter is still open. 

Reading through these pages is like 
reliving Bible history. In brief com- 
pass the panorama of Israelite history 
passes in review; but also against the 
background of the times and peoples of 
the ancient Near East. This book 
ought to be on the shelf of every stt- 
dent of the Bible. 


The reviewer is home secretary of the 
North Africa Mission and formerly assist 
ant professor of Assyriology at the Usk 
versity of Pennsylvania. 
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all sincere and honest study of its 
origin, purpose and meaning. But is 
it too much to ask and hope that its 
doctrines should devote their time 
and energies to the defense of its 
great and fundamental, unique and 
outstanding facts and implications 
rather than to the picking of flaws in 
the garments of the prophets and to 
the punching of holes in the robe of 
Christ’s perfection? 

“It may not be ours to remove all 
the difficulties, to harmonize all the 
apparent inconsistencies, to explain 
all the mysteries and to solve all the 
problems of the Old Testament; but 
we can show at least that we believe 
that Christ and the apostles are more 
likely to be right than we, that the 
age-long judgment of the church with 
respect to the Bible may after all be 
right and that our business is to de- 
fend with all lawful means the citadel 
of faith rather than to join the hosts 
of the infidel and the assaults upon 
its walls.” 


RISEN INDEED. G. D. Yarnold. Oxford 
University. 134 pp. $2.25. 


Reviewed by Charles C. Ryrie 


Flexible is the word being applied to 
British foreign policy these days. It 
could well be used of the theology 
represented in this British book. No 
one will dispute the author’s claim 
that there needs to be a book on the 
resurrection, but this one, filled as it is 
with pious doubletalk, points very in- 
adequately to the truth. It is like try- 
ing to have a meal without food. 

For instance, the narrative concern- 
ing the angels’ announcement of the 
resurrection “is naturally regarded as 
myth—no longer either useful, or nec- 
essary, for our own understanding of 
the truth of the gospel.” Or again, in 
relation to the ascension “to assume 
the cloud to be merely physical would 
be naive indeed. We may legitimately 
tegard it as symbolizing the disciples’ 
lack of detailed knowledge of how the 
parting took place.” 

Some things in the biblical story are 
regarded as fact, but where to draw 
the line between symbolism and fact 
is not always an easy matter to decide. 
The author says that we do not draw 
the line subjectively but rather the 
Church decides and thus is “the ob- 
jective evidence for us.” Shades of 
neo-orthodoxy! Similar echoes of that 
theology will be found further in the 
chapter entitled “The Risen Life of the 
Body of Christ.” 

Actually, one’s knowledge of the 
resurrection will be better furthered by 
reading the Scriptures rather than this 
book. Only one’s knowledge of con- 
temporary theology will be increased 
by reading this book. 

The reviewer is president of Philadel- 
phia College of Bible and author of “Basis 
of Premillennial Faith” (Loizeaux). 
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IF AMERICA ELECTS 
A CATHOLIC PRESIDENT 
By Don W. Hillis, D.D. 

Here is a timely book by a veteran 
Christian leader, giving history and 
data on Romanism, showing trends and 
seeming prospects and answering some 
vital questions. Non-political, timely, 
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$300, 
$500 or 
$1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian 
men and women quite frequently who 
are looking for places to invest their 
money. Most of them need a return on 
their savings. 

Some are considering investments in 
stocks. But, because of their limited 
knowledge of stocks and bonds, they are 
reluctant to buy. Others hesitate because 
of market fluctuations, uncertainty of 
dividends, etc. 

And some tell us of disappointing ex- 
periences on their investments. 


zs * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security . . . a guarantee that they will 
be assured of a generous income. Some- 
thing they can count on as long as they 
live . . . in good times or bad . . . regard- 
less of whether the stock market is up 
or down. 

But they’re interested in something 

e, too. 

* * * 


You should see their faces light up . . . 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS provided by Moody Annui- 
ties. When we tell them that Moody 
Annuities assure them of a generous, 
guaranteed income as long as they live (up 
to 8% % depending on their age) . . . 
plus a share in the Lord’s work . . , 
they’re overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every 
annuity is backed by ail the resources 
of Moody Bible Institute, and that MBI 
has never missed a single payment in 
almost 50 years . . . they are convinced 
that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

RECEIVE DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 

ON YOUR MONEY? 

We'll be happy to send you the FREE book- 
let, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which explains the 
Moody Annuity Plan in detail. 
Contains a chart showing income 
rates for all ages, explains tax bene- 
fits and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody Bible 
Institute in which you'll have a 
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820 N. LaSalle Street - Chicago 10, Illinois 
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SECOND ADVENT 


Two Conflicting Viewpoints 


A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH. 
Archibald Hughes. Presbyterian 
and Reformed. 233 pp. $3.75. 


Reviewed by John F. Walvoord 


This introductory study of the sec- 
ond advent presents the conservative 
amillennial interpretation of eschatol- 
ogy. The author, an Australian Plym- 
outh Brethren, and a lecturer at 
Wesleyan Bible College in Melbourne, 
traces the blessed hope as understood 
by amillenarians through the Scrip- 
tures. 

He deals at some length with such 
subjects as the binding of Satan and 
the millennial doctrine as contained 
in Revelation 20, the Messianic hope 
in the promises to Abraham and to 
David, the nature of the New Testa- 
ment church, the new covenant of 
Jeremiah in its fulfillment, and the 
eternal inheritance of the saints. The 
concluding portion of the book deals 
with pivotal questions such as the 
teaching that the 70th week of Daniel 
is future, pretribulationism, and belief 
in a future millennium. Major omis- 
sion is his silence on important pas- 
sages of Old Testament prophecy such 
as are found in Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

Though the volume is readable and 
well outlined, it is little more than a 
restatement of the essential points of 
the amillennial interpretation in the 
footsteps of Oswald Allis, Louis Berk- 
hof, Floyd Hamilton, William Hen- 
dricksen, Geerhardus Vos, and 
Edward J. Young. 

His arguments are seriously weak- 
ened by a failure to comprehend 
reasons for premillennialism. His prin- 
cipal source of information concern- 
ing premillennial interpretation seems 
to be the footnotes of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. The author shows 
no awareness of important premillen- 
nial literature such as Nathaniel 
West’s, The Thousand Years in Both 
Testaments, or The Theocratic King- 
dom by George N. H. Peters. He does 
not cite a single premillennial theol- 
ogy such as the work of Henry C. 
Thiessen, the eight-volume set of 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, or the standard 
theology by Van Oosterzee. He shows 
only a passing acquaintance with 
William Kelly, A. C. Gaebelein and 
H. A. Ironside. It is evident from his 
volume that his study of the millen- 
nial question has been one-sided. His 
attitude is somewhat indicated in his 
bibliography of recommended books 
which does not contain a single pre- 
millennial volume. 


Hughes is to be commended, hoy- 
ever, for courtesy to his opponents 
and for fidelity to the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. However, he uses the 
principle that the Scriptures are the 
sole authority for doctrine as an e. 
cuse to ignore completely the testi- 
mony of the early church which for 
several centuries was almost entirely 
premillennial. Inasmuch as the pre 
millennial view is undoubtedly the 
oldest of all millennial views, it hardly 
justifies the statement of the author 
that premillennialism is a “radical in- 
terpretation.” Taken as a whole the 
volume is a good though limited con- 
tribution to millennial discussion. 


JESUS AND HIS COMING. John A. T. 
Robinson. Abingdon. 192 pp. $4. 


The modern liberal viewpoint of the 
second coming of Christ which re- 
gards it as already fulfilled in the 
events of the first advent forms the 
substance of this volume originally de- 
livered as the Noble Lectures at Har- 
ward University in 1955. The book as 
a whole is an attempt by a liberal 
scholar to refute the hope of a per- 
sonal, bodily, future return of Christ. 

He attempts to answer three ques- 
tions about the second coming: (1) 
What Jesus said; (2) What the early 
church expected; (3) What we may 
believe. He does not believe in the di- 
vine inspiration of the Scripture and 
infers that the eschatology of the New 
Testament is mythological and derived 
from non-biblical apocalyptic sources 
rather than a true revelation from 
God. Denying the predictive element of 
Scripture he states: “The various ele- 
ments in the New Testament picture 
of the End are not to be taken as pre 
dictions; they represent, rather, theo- 
logical convictions about the ultimate 
sovereignty of God in Christ.” 

Though admitting that 22 out of 27 
New Testament books indicate belief 
in a future return of Christ, he denies 
that Jesus in His own statements ever 
supports the idea of a personal second 
advent. Passages quoting Christ which 
clearly state this doctrine such as Mat- 
thew 25:31 and John 14:3 he attrib 
utes to the authors of the book rather 
than to Christ Himself. He concedes 
that Christ probably believed in a fv 
ture climax such as the doctrine of the 
second coming affords, and admits the 
second coming is the consistent teach 
ing of Paul even in his earliest epistles. 

If the Scriptures are untrustworthy 
in their comprehensive predictions of 
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Just send 10c and receive generous sample of many types of world-famous 
Good News Tracts. Send 10¢ to Good News Publishers, Westchester 3, Ill. 








Take the Guesswork Out of Missionary Giving 


Do you know es - your missionaries message of sovereign grace dear to 

are faithful to the Word of God? Presbyterians. 

You can be petra they’re Orthodox 

Presbyterians! Every missionary we 

send out preaches THE gospel of 

Christ: -bought redemption for 
this life and the next. The Biblical 


Committee on 





You don’t want to support any un- 
belief on mission fields. Nor = you 
have to. Learn more about Orthodox 
Presbyterian Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions by writing to: 


Missions, Orthodox Presbyterian Church 


Box E 624 Schaff Bldg., 1Sth & Race Streets Philadelphia 2, Pennsylvania 


BIBLE STUDY MISSIONS 
October 1959 


Here is your October schedule of Bible Study Missions, 
Bible classes and other speaking engagements, featuring 
Eternity’s editor-in-chief and contributing editors. Mark 
your calendar now for the dates when they’ll be speaking 
in your state. 















DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 

September 23 
Missionary Conference, First Baptist Church, Newtown, Lower Bucks 
County, Pa. 
Wednesday, 8:00 p.m. 

September 27; October 4, 11, 18 
Tenth United Presbyterian Church, 17th and Spruce Sts., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 

September 28; October 5, 12, 19 
New York Bible Class, Calvary Baptist Church, 123 W. 57th-St., 
New York City 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

October 25-30 
Bible Study Mission, First Presbyterian Church, 2nd and 3rd Ave. 
East, Duluth, Minn. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 
September 23-27 
Prophetic Conference, Union Baptist Church, 
St. Johnsbury, Vt. 
September 27 
Passumpsic Community Baptist Church, 3 miles south of St. Johns- 
bury, Vt. 


WALTER R. MARTIN 
October 19-23, 25 
Derry Presbyterian Church, Derry, Pa. 
Monday through Friday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 11:00 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 
October 26 
New York Bible Class, Calvary Baptist Church, 123 W. 57th St., 
New York City 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 


130 Railroad St., 


For information on obtaining one of these 
speakers for a Bible Study Mission in 
your church, write to: 


Director of Bible Study Missions 
The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
1716 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 











Not the tangible propositions alone, 
Wilder argues, but the works as q 
whole must be considered when the 
reader measures the religious dimension 
of a book. Beyond the lines that are 
spoken and the lives that are described 
in them, some works have a signifi- 
cance in symbols and structure and 
development. Specifically, a work cop. 
taining no explicit Christian message 
and describing even disconcerting ways 
of life may have a religious dimension 
far greater than that of another work 
loaded with orthodox teachings. 

Wilder’s assumption is not new, but 
it contributes to a relatively new em- 
phasis upon literature in theological 
seminaries. Carried too far, _ this 
thought could revive other attitudes of 
the Dies Irae epoch and we might find 
ourselves engaged in a search through 
modern novels for anagogical meaning 
in every burning bush. But applied with 
wisdom, this approach to interpreta- 
tion would enable us to see the real 
stature and the indispensable place of 
our best works of the imagination. 


The reviewer is professor of literature 
at Whitworth College, Spokane, Wash. 


WHAT JESUS REALLY TAUGHT. Clar- 
ence E. Macartney. Abingdon. 176 
a pp. $2.50 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrensteia 


A collection of 15 topical sermons 
offering a concise treatment of the 
basic teachings of Jesus. Published 
posthumously, these messages of the 
late Dr. Clarence Macartney are com 
sistent with his once famous ability to 
interpret a topic in a few choice words. 

The reader is first introduced to 
heavenly themes with the considera 
tion of the persons of the Trinity. 
Next, Jesus’ down-to-earth instruc 
tions concerning man—his relation 
ship to his fellow man, the Kingdom 
of God, the keeping of the Sabbath, 
money, marriage and prayer. A chap 
ter on Satan follows, plus a penetrating 
examination of our Lord’s views com 
cerning His own sacrificial death. Ft 
nally, the reader’s vision is focused 
upon the future—the second coming of 
Christ and heaven. 

There is nothing essentially new i 
content, but the readable style am 
poignant illustrations and poetic gem 
from many sources create an interest 
ing and helpful handbook of the things 
our Lord taught about some very prac 
tical subjects. 


The reviewer is pastor of Bethany Bap 
tist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Consider sending your pastor a com- 
plimentary subscription to ETERNIT. 
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Get This Epical New Book! 


Why We Believe In 
CREATION Presion 


by FRED JOHN MELDAU, for 35 yrs. Editor of 
CHRISTIAN VICTORY MAGAZINE 


Nothing Like It in Print! 


1700 Scientifically accurate Facts that Prove 
(CREATION and that also disprove Evolution. 
48 pages. $3.75 at Bookstores or 


CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUB. CO. 
Denver 11, Colo. 


















The BIBLE STUDY HOUR 
and ETERNITY MAGAZINE 
in your WILL 


For information, write to 


The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 










60 Cup Dri: Urn 
GIVEN to your Organization 


for handling only 36 Items 












We challenge anyout 

te equal this offer! 

NO INVESTMENT NECESSARY ... 

If 36 members each purchase one bottle of MK 
Pure Vanilla or one can of M-K Black Pepper. .<++ 
Ssece This 60 Cup electric Coffee Urn is yours free, 

This is only one of our matchless offers. 

WRITE for details of this offer and Free catologue of 





MARION-KAY 
PRODUCTS CO., INC. 


Dept. 76 Brownstown, Indi 


CAN YOU ANSWER 
Jehovah’s Witnesses? 
YOU CAN! 
Use the new booklet, “An- 
other Gospel” written by W. 
J. Schnell, author of the book 
“Thirty Years a Watchtower 
Slave.” Fill in the coupon be- 
low and MAIL IT TODAY! 















UFE MESSENGERS 

Box 1967, Seattie 11, Wash. 
| Yes, I need this help. Send me by return mail: I 
| Copies of “ANOTHER GOSPEL” 

@ 15 for$1— 100 for$5 .. Biceraininaine 
——_..Copies of the book “‘THIRTY YEARS 

A WATCHTOWER SLAVE” 

@ $2.95 each, 5 copies $12 . . 


ee ee ee es ee ee ee 


| 
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Total enclosed $. 
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BINGO 
(Continued from page 17) 


They must stand up in the face of | 


mockery, as when they are called blue- 
noses, Victorians, Puritan Calvinists. 
They must demand that the laws be 
enforced against all gamblers whether 
in pin-striped suits or in cassocks. 
They must vote lax officials out of of- 
fice. When officials refuse to act, they 
must organize and finance private legal 
campaigns to enjoin the games as pub- 
lic nuisances. And of course, they 
must agitate publicly against the games. 

If these things could be done, and 
perhaps some others, the trend could 
be arrested. It could even be reversed. 
In most states, Bingo is openly played. 
But it is still forbidden by law. If the 
law is enforced, the army of Bingo 
addicts cannot be recruited. If this 
army cannot be recruited, the attack 
on the law itself cannot be launched. 


HE IS RISEN 
(Continued from pgge 24) 


all eternity the identifying marks of 
His incarnate extension in time. Such 
love as this entitles Him to our ever- 
lasting gratitude and praise. He is in- 
deed justly crowned “Lord of Life who 
triumphed over the grave, Creator of 
the rolling spheres, the ineffably sub- 
lime Potentate of time.” As the ma- 
jestic hymn reminds us, “He lives that 
death may die.” 

Dr. B. F. Westcott once wrote: “If 
the resurrection be not true, the basis 
of Christian morality no less than the 
basis of Christian theology is gone. 
Thus the issue cannot be stated too 
broadly. To preach the fact of resur- 
rection was the first function of the 
evangelist; to embody the doctrine of 
the resurrection is the great office of 
the Church; to learn the meaning of 
the resurrection is the task of not one 
age only but of all.” 

These words re-echo the message 
of the early Church as it preached 
the gospel of an immortal and glori- 
fied Redeemer in human form, our 
great high priest who has passed into 
heaven itself, Jesus the Son of God. 


JESUS WAS A MAN 


(Continued from page 12) 


the story of Gethsemane. There we 
read that He was “in an agony” and 
that “his sweat was as it were great 


drops of blood falling down to the. 


ground” (Luke 22:44). It makes non- 
sense of this to say that there was no 
real struggle, that Jesus did not really 
experience a natural human shrinking 
from the horror of the cross which He 
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PASTORS! 
TEACHERS! 
SPEAKERS! 
STUDENTS! 


Bible Study 
Outlines 


“Treasures of Truth & Knowledge” 
TWO VOLUMES — #1 and #2 
Each book contains notes and commentary 
on 8 Bible outlines, These books will be 
a blessing. Each $1, ppd. 


THE UNION BIBLE STUDY ASSN. 


P.O. Box 284, Winter Park, Florida 








-——MISSIONARY HEALTH INSTITUTE—— 
TRAINING that brings AMAZING RESULTS 
One year devoted to sound practical medical train- 
ing, especially adapted to pioneer efforts, brings 
amazing results—breaks down prejudice—Enables mis- 
sionary to get into immediate action. 600 graduates 

—in 40 different countries. 
DETAINED AT HOME? Exceptional opportunities 
to minister in His name at BETHESDA HOSPITAL 


325 Sheppard Avenue West, Willowdale, Ontario, Canada 











FRESH PECAN HALVES 


Year after year for over 28 years— 
Organizations make money selling our Pound 
Boxes Jumbo Pecan Halves. Season starts Nov. 
10th. We prepay shipments. You pay us when 
sold. Write 

SULLIVAN PECAN CO., CRESTVIEW, FLA. 

















; 1 WAGNER 6 ANDERSON 
2 BEFUS 7 BEATTIE 

3 COPELAND 8 OVERTON 
4 MACFARLAND 9 MILES 

5 ARTHUR 10 HOFF 




























Books are written to be read. Of no book is 
this more true than of the Bible. God gave this 
written revelation for the world, not for a fa- 
vored minority. No living man can say to any 
other living man, “This Book was written for 
me more than it was for you.” The obvious and 
urgent implication of this fact is that a tremen- 
dous responsibility rests upon all who have 
God’s Word to place it with all possible speed 
in the hands of all who do not have it. This 
is the drive back of the PTL Scripture distri- 
bution campaign in Africa. 


This summer another intensive evangelistic 
effort was conducted in Western Nigeria and 
Ghana, where an additional 100,000 Scripture 
portions were distributed. Ten PTL men using 
five sound trucks, with many cooperating 
missionaries and Christian interpreters, blank- 
eted this populous region with the spoken and 
printed message of salvation. Remember the 
great PTL African campaigns daily and give 
as the Lord directs. 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
49 Honeck Street, Englewood, N. J. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


ARE YOU PREPARED 
FOR NEXT WEEK’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON? 
Each week thousands of teachers, pastors and other Christian workers rely on 
THE SunDAY ScHOooL TIMEs to supply inspiration, information, guidance, and 
help for successful teaching of the International Uniform Sunday School Lesson. 
Subscribe now! 26 weekly issues for $2 (Canada $2.15 U.S.A. dollars). 










BOX 177E PHILA. 5, PA. 
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To CHERISH and KEEP 
1960 


“Triumphant Life” 


CALENDAR 











Christians everywhere are thrilled to send—and 
receive—this “silent witness” for Christ! Printed 
in full color, it makes the ideal remembrance, 
the perfect greeting! 
Features twelve different Bible Theme Thoughts. 
Lots of special calendar features for the church- 
goer! Mails like a Christmas card. Envelopes 
furnished. 
> FAMOUS SALLMAN PAINTINGS OF CHRIST 
@ “HEAD OF CHRIST” Your name imprinted 
@ “GOOD SHEPHERD” FREE Ss — 
© “JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE ies oer hoes 
a Without imprinting: 
© “CHRIST AT HEART'S DOOR” 10 tor $1.90 
@ “LOOK UNTO ME” 25 for 4.50 
Order from your RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES DEALER 


THE WARNER PRESS ¢ ANDERSON, INDIANA @ SAN JOSE 6, CALIFORNIA 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Carolina Ave., S.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 


DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 
IS PREACHED 








PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient down-town location 
Ministers 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
C. Edwin Houk 
“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood.” 
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them you saw it in ETERNITY. 





NOW! SEE AMERICA’S 
MOST LOVED HYMNBOOK 


Send coupon 

for free sample 

of the lates: and 

greatest of the famous 

Tabernacle series. 

Strongly evangelical—rich 

in worship hymns. So widely 

accepted is the compelling quality 

of TABERNACLE HYMNS NUMBER FIVE 

that churches everywhere are praising it. 

**A blessing,’’ ‘*More than we expected!”’ 

“Wonderful!” “‘We are delighted” are frequent 
expressions of satisfied users. 


BRINGS NEW LIFE 
Everyone who comes to church uses a hymn- 
book. A good impression is important! New 
hymnbooks spark enthusiasm. Here is the bal- 
anced best in words and music, scripture read- 
ings and quality binding. 403 numbers, fully 
orchestrated, including accor- \ 
dion. A big value at low price! Wow 

YES, we need new hymnbooks and want 


to see FREE sample of Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Five. 


Name 
Address 
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TABERNACLE PUBLISHING Co. 


362-P9 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, Illinois 
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The False God of Numbers 


By CYCLOPS 


Bigness is what counts in the world at large; in business it is the size of f 
organization, the number of employees; in sport it is the number of speg 
tators; with books it is the number of copies sold; and so on. 

All this is fair enough; in fact, it is the inevitable standard by which t 
world judges progress and achievement. Vast and soulless corporations dire 
massive group enterprises, and have a tremendous influence upon us al 
Popular newspapers and magazines with colossal circulations mold f 
minds of the millions, and political thinking tends to be governed, not by th 
question, “Is this right” but “How many votes will it win?” : 

In fact, unless we are very watchful, we find ourselves being persuade 
that if a thing is believed by enough people, it must be true or right. 
struggle for the liberation of the masses has produced mass man; and sg 
once again, the attempt to achieve a worthy goal has led to a frustrati 
disappointment—the typical result in history of the fact that man is a sinfi 
creature, fatally corrupted and darkened in his understanding, quite unablé 
to save himself. E 

And, as so often happens, the spirit of the world has seeped into th 
church, and the standard of bigness has become an accepted criterion ¢@ 
spiritual success. I know that we are periodically exhorted not to. despise thé 
“day of small things,” but the fact remains that we do; the first question we 
tend to ask about a meeting is the straightforward, “Were there many there?” 
When we listen to reports of evangelist#te campaigns we are bombarded will 
statistics, sometimes set out with the analytical precision of the Annual 
Report of a group of companics. So many “first-time decisions” (whatever 
that phrase may mean), so many “re-dedications” (ditto) and so many comif 
forward for missionary service; ring them up on the cash register, press the 
“Total” button, and there you are! ; 

Of course it is all done with the best of intentions; of course we want 
rejoice when God is seen to be mightily at work; and of course there is @ 
great deai of solid spiritual work done in such settings. 

What is the truth of the matter, from the biblical point of view? The 
truth is that God has consistently worked through minorities and small 
groups; even within the nation of Israel, itself a small ethnic group, He had 
to look to a minority, a “remnant,” for the preservation of the truth. Elijah 
may have been wrong to think that he was the only one left, but it # 
significant that he ever had cause to make that mistake. When Christ came, 
to earth He drew to Himself a little band of disciples, while the crowds, 
fickle as ever, dallied with His teaching. 

“Ah,” you say, “but what about Pentecost?” All right, we do not forget 
Pentecost, that unique moment in the outworking of God’s purposes; neither 
should we forget the rest of the book of Acts, with its picture of progress by 
patient, undramatic soul-winning; there was no Pentecost on Mars Hill or by 
that sluggish river outside Philippi. The early church did not overcome the 
persecuting Empire by a series of mass rallies, or even by the display of vast 
churches crowded with worshippers. No churches (buildings, that is), and n0 
crowds—only a world “turned upside down”! 

In the subsequent story of the gospel, the same pattern has again and 
again been repeated; little groups of believers have guarded the flame of the 
evangel against the day when it has pleased God to spread the fire abroad 
more widely for a while. Truth has borne little or no relation to numbers. 
This does not mean that we are to develop a kind of persecution complex, 
and feel unhappy if a lot of people begin to take an interest in the gospél; 
we must not make the mistake of the elder brother in the parable of the 
prodigal son. But it does mean that we ought to be very little concerned 
about numbers as such; their presence does not spell spiritual power, a 
church leaders in America are ruefully realizing these days; their absence 
does not spell disaster; there is a different set of standards in matters spiritual. 
You cannot measure heat with a ruler! (Reprinted from “The Life of Faith,” 
London, England) 


E ERNT! 











